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CPRE London  

 
The #GoParksLondon Map  

Supporting parks. Over 70 park friends groups have 
joined the CPRE London’s GoParksLondon site. Their 
listings on the interactive GoParks map records the 
enormous contribution they are making to getting 
people outdoors. The #GoParksLondon project 
promotes London’s huge diversity of parks, particularly 
those less well visited. It aims to encourage residents 
and visitors to get out and discover our parks. The 
project is also raising awareness of the crucial role that 
friends play in maintaining parks across the capital. 
#GoParksLondon will promote their activities and 
events. It will encourage people to get involved, 
especially people less likely to use green spaces . 

CPRE London is seeking a Communications and 
Promotions Officer for the GoParksLondon project . 

CPRE and CPRE London invite you to save the date 
for a Christmas Celebration on 18 December 2019 at St 
John’s Church, Hyde Park from 6pm to 8pm. If you 
would like to attend please email events@cpre.org.uk. 

Mayoral elections 2020. CPRE London would like 
to hear your environmental priorities for the new 
mayor: email office@cprelondon.org.uk.  

The CPRE London eBulletin 

Editorial. Views expressed are those of the editor 
Andy Boddington at cprenews@andybodders.co.uk, not 
CPRE. CPRE London: 020 7253 0300, 
office@cprelondon.org.uk, cprelondon.org.uk.  

Open and Green  

Healthy parks. Researchers found a strong link 
between proximity to urban green spaces and mental 
wellbeing of London residents   . The study 
surveyed more than 25,000 people and found:  

• A very strong relationship between the amount of 
green space around a person’s home and their feelings 
of life satisfaction, happiness and self-worth. 

• Green space within 300 metres of home has the 
greatest influence on mental wellbeing.  

• An increase of one hectare within 300m of residents is 
associated with an increase of 8% in life satisfaction, 
7% and 5% in happiness. 

• Green space is less important for mental wellbeing in 
Central London and East London. 

Reflecting on the study, the researchers said:  

We believe this it is the first study to demonstrate 
how urban green spaces may improve a broader 
definition of mental wellbeing. A lot of research 
focuses on poor mental health or single aspects of 
wellbeing like life satisfaction. What makes our work 
different is the way we consider multidimensional 
mental wellbeing, in terms of happiness, life 
satisfaction and worth. While government guidelines 
recommend minimum amounts of green space… our 
study was able to establish more specifically where 
green space may be most valuable. 

It is not only the area of public greenspace in the 
whole city that matters when it comes to maximising 
benefits for mental wellbeing. The proximity of 
greenspace to an individual’s home is important for 
improved mental wellbeing, and this may vary in 
different areas of the city. 

An American study based on Twitter revealed that 
visiting a park can lift a person’s mood  . 

 
Quality of London’s parks by borough according 

to the Good Parks for London 2019 Survey  
(darker shades are higher quality) 

Unhealthy parks. More than a quarter of London 
parks and playgrounds breached WHO and EU air 
pollution safety limits before the ULEZ was introduced, 
Imperial College said. Victoria Embankment Gardens 
and Parliament Square were the worst. Researchers 
have produced an interactive map of NO2 levels, which 
will be updated with post-ULEZ data     .  
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https://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-7378689/City-dwellers-live-1-000ft-park-play-area-happier.html
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/news/go-somewhere-green-and-banish-the-blues-6cwl29lvh
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https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/10/10/londons-poisoned-lungs-revealed-survey-shows-quarter-green-spaces/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/green-spaces-break-toxic-air-safety-limit-bb79qvz3w
https://airqualitynews.com/2019/10/10/one-in-four-london-parks-with-toxic-air/
https://imperialcollege.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=b63ba488c48f488f9f2a34db6cbf1da1
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Valuing green space. Londoners value green space 
more than shops, healthcare and entertainment 
facilities with the vast majority wanting to see trees and 
green space around new developments, according to 
research by housebuilder Barratt London. Around 80% 
of respondents rated trees and planted areas as the 
most important element of a new build, along with 
parks and grassed areas . Homes close to parks, 
gardens, playing fields and other publicly accessible 
green spaces in urban areas are on average £2,500 
more expensive than those further away, the Office for 
National Statistics said . People of colour spend less 
time in nature in the UK than white people, researcher 
Beth Collier said in the Ecologist . 

Space to Breathe. Only one in ten homes built on 
land released from the green belt over the past decade 
are affordable according to the latest research from 
CPRE. Commenting on Space to Breathe, A State of the 
Green Belt Report, Tom Fyans, deputy chief executive 
said: “We must not allow our green belt to be gobbled 
up, but instead focus on building affordable homes in 
which young struggling families can actually live”  

    . 

Green belt vote. A citizens’ jury drawn from twelve 
boroughs voted by 11-1 in favour of locally-led reviews 
of the green belt with the aim of producing more 
affordable properties. The jury was an initiative of 
business group London First. It concluded that while 
“genuinely green areas” of the green belt are highly 
valued and should not be built on, low-quality and 
brownfield land ‒ which might be in use for things like 
rubbish dumps and construction yards ‒ should be 
reviewed to see if they could be used for new homes. 
The jury also supported the idea of green belt swaps . 
CPRE London’s Director, Neil Sinden, said the quality 
of green belt land is not relevant to its continued 
protection. He expressed concern at “the deeply flawed 
nature of this inquiry which risked bringing the citizen 
jury process into disrepute.” The jury was misinformed 
about the nature, purpose and application of green belt 
policy in London, he said. The process did not involve 
serious questioning of the underlying premise for the 
jury’s deliberation – that the housing crisis should be 
addressed by releasing green belt land.  

Victoria Tower Gardens. Descendants of Sir 
Thomas Fowell Buxton, who led the 1833 Slave 
Emancipation Act and is commemorated in the 
gardens, said: “We deplore the design, scale and 
location in the gardens of the planned Holocaust 
Memorial and Learning Centre” . Sadiq Khan called 
on Westminster council to approve the plans . 

More greening news. University of Salford academics 
asked: “Green roofs improve the urban environment – 
so why don’t all buildings have them?” . Fields in 
Trust has produced a guide to protecting green spaces 
threatened by development . Thamesmead is to get a 
Gardener-in-Residence . Camden council has 
confirmed final designs for three green spaces: Princes 
Circus in Holborn, and Alfred Place and Whitfield 
Gardens off Tottenham Court Road . 

Brownfield plea. Speaking at a property conference, 
planning minister Esther McVey called for a focus on 
brownfield land  :  

Regeneration must be something we should be most 
proud of, turning round, I call it, unloved land… 
Because greenfield land, greenfield sites, should not 
be what we turn to, not what we look at first. Every 
blade of grass must be looked at before it is changed 
– and it is only in the most exceptional circumstances 
we turn there. 

After planners suggested the statement was leading to 
confusion, MHCLG insisted McVey’s comments did not 
indicate a shift in planning policy  . 

Around the Capital 

Barking and Dagenham. The developer behind the 
Beam Park estate has applied for permission to increase 
the height of four of the 3,000-home development’s 
proposed tower blocks to up to 15 storeys . Fly-
tipping has fallen by a third since the council started 
posting videos of culprits online . 

Barnet. Hendon MP Matthew Offord has written to 
Robert Jenrick asking him to review Sadiq Khan’s 
decision to approve 844 homes in blocks up to 15 
storeys high at Pentavia Retail Park in Mill Hill . 

Brent. New plans have been submitted for a high 
density development in South Kilburn, increasing the 
number of dwellings from 226 to 308 and boosting the 
level of affordable housing to 40% . 

 
Plans for South Kilburn 

Bromley. A high court judge has thrown out a 
developer’s challenge against the Bromley local plan, 
which aims to increase housebuilding from 641 to 1,424 
homes a year   . A historic bandstand on which 
David Bowie performed 50 years ago has been listed at 
Grade II . A Victorian granite cattle trough has been 
stolen from Green Lane in Penge .  

Camden. An eco-shack built without planning 
permission in Vale of Health hamlet on Hampstead 
Heath must be demolished, a planning inspector ruled. 
Camden Council, the City of London Corporation, the 
Heath and Hampstead Society and the Vale of Health 
Society had all objected to the building. The owner had 
appealed against an enforcement notice    . 

https://www.theconcretejungle.org/barratt-london-green-space/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/environmentalaccounts/articles/urbangreenspacesraisenearbyhousepricesbyanaverageof2500/2019-10-14
https://theecologist.org/2019/oct/10/black-absence-green-spaces
https://www.cpre.org.uk/media-centre/latest-news-releases/item/5195-1-in-10-homes-land-released-the-green-belt-are-affordable
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1662302/cpre-study-finds-just-15-per-cent-greenfield-homes-green-belt-affordable
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/news/news/green-belt-being-squandered-as-few-affordable-houses-built-charity-warns-63658
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2019/oct/14/only-one-in-10-green-belt-homes-affordable-says-countryside-group
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/10/14/just-one-10-homes-built-land-released-green-belt-affordable/
https://www.londonfirst.co.uk/news-publications/news/time-for-government-to-review-outdated-green-belt-rules-london-first
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/2019/08/18/lettersthere-can-no-national-unity-referendum-result-not-honoured/
https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/council-must-commit-to-fighting-intolerance
https://theconversation.com/green-roofs-improve-the-urban-environment-so-why-dont-all-buildings-have-them-123420
http://www.fieldsintrust.org/watch-this-space
https://dmtrk.net/JSJ-6IQ8E-31NI80NW6F/cr.aspx
https://news.camden.gov.uk/new-green-and-public-spaces-designs-confirmed-for-west-end-project/
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1631003/greenfield-land-developed-the-exceptional-circumstances-says-mcvey
https://www.propertyweek.com/events/the-full-transcript-of-mcveys-speech/5104346.article
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1659937/ministers-comments-could-prompt-confusion-greenfield-policy-consultants-fear
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1660025/ministers-greenfield-development-comments-not-indicate-policy-shift-government-confirms
https://www.romfordrecorder.co.uk/news/countryside-applying-to-increase-size-of-beam-park-tower-blocks-1-6233048
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-london-49895138/council-shames-fly-tippers-with-grime-crime-show
https://www.times-series.co.uk/news/17863527.mp-attacks-sadiq-khan-barnet-retail-park-plans/
https://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/child-graddon-lewis-remodels-penoyre-and-prasad-regen-scheme/5101783.article
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1596069/high-court-blocks-developers-challenge-boroughs-local-plan-housing-target
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2019/2366.html
https://www.localgovernmentlawyer.co.uk/planning/401-planning-news/41429-high-court-judge-rejects-legal-challenge-over-bromley-local-plan
https://historicengland.org.uk/whats-new/news/bowie-bandstand-listed/
https://www.antiquestradegazette.com/news/2019/call-for-antiques-trade-to-help-find-stolen-south-london-cattle-troughs/
https://www.hamhigh.co.uk/news/environment/hampstead-heath-vale-of-health-cottage-must-be-pulled-down-rules-planning-inspector-1-6277269
http://camdennewjournal.com/article/inspector-orders-woman-to-take-down-house-next-to-hampstead-heath
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/9969184/woman-built-chalet-home-hampstead-told-tear-down/
https://www.metro.news/artist-must-destroy-1m-chalet-because-she-didnt-get-planning-permission/1724371/
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City. The corporation adopted a new guidance aimed at 
limiting the impact of new high-rise development on 
pedestrians and cyclists at street level. It claims this is 
the “UK’s first wind microclimate guidelines for new 
development”     . The current Museum of 
London building has been granted a certificate of 
immunity from listing for the next five years . A 
consultation of traders working at Billingsgate, New 
Spitalfields and Smithfield markets revealed that 82% 
are against relocating to the former Barking Power 
Station site . Europe’s biggest green wall could be 
built on Holborn Viaduct  . 

Croydon. Environmental activists have condemned 
the council for accepting £75,000 from Gatwick Airport 
for a new youth centre saying it is not compatible with 
its declaration of a climate emergency . 

Ealing. Councillors have refused plans for a 22-storey 
residential tower next to the Grade II listed art-deco 
former Hoover factory. Rejecting planning officers’ 
advice, the councillors objected to the impact of the 
tower’s height on the Hoover building  . 

Enfield. Conservative councillors have called for limits 
on high rise housing developments . 

Greenwich. Sadiq Khan overturned Greenwich 
council’s refusal of plans for 619 new homes on land 
owned by Transport for London next to Kidbrooke 
station .The developers of Greenwich Millennium 
Village have appealed against the council’s refusal of a 
13-storey tower that ecologist’s fear will overshadow the 
Peninsula Ecology Park . The ecology park features in 
a review of the Millennium Village published by the 
Landscape Institute . Campaigners against a 27-
storey tower block planned for Woolwich town centre 
have launched a crowdfunding appeal to fund legal 
representation at the public inquiry   . Woolwich 
Public Market is to be retained in the Spray Street 
redevelopment after protests and the building being 
listed at Grade II . New plans for Morden Wharf 
include 11 new residential buildings with vertical green 
facades, with 1,500 homes for sale, shared ownership 
and London Affordable Rent. The plans include a 4-acre 
riverfront park and a public square   . 

Hammersmith and Fulham council has approved 
Imperial College’s plans to build a hotel, 373 flats, 
offices and an R&D centre at White City  . A 
petition has been launched to save the 1970s 
Hammersmith and West London College from 
demolition . TfL is marketing more than thirty 
refurbished arches at Wood Lane near the Westfield 
Centre for commercial use  .  

Haringey. Sadiq Khan has begun a search for a 
development partner for the St Ann’s hospital site, 
aiming to build 800 homes, 60% affordable . A legal 
challenge to prevent the redevelopment of a Latin 
American indoor market in Seven Sisters was thrown 
out by the high court  . 

Harrow councillors narrowly approved a dinasaur 
themed attraction in the green belt at Bannister Sports 
Centre .  

Hillingdon. Brownfield land developer Inland Homes 
has submitted a planning application to develop a six-
acre site next to Hillingdon tube station in west London 
for more than 500 homes, 36% affordable. The 
company says that it has been working with the London 
Wildlife Trust to protect the existing eco systems and 
enhance biodiversity throughout the scheme, which 
includes a network of footpaths, public squares and 
green spaces . 

 
Inland Homes plans for Hillingdon Gardens 

Hounslow local plan. In its submission on the draft 
plan, CPRE London said proposals to build on over 125 
hectares of green belt are unnecessary and unjustified 

  . Alice Roberts said:  

Many of the sites proposed for development are also 
Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation. We do 
not need to build on our green belt. We have so much 
derelict and poorly-used space in London which can 
be redeveloped. Most worrying, the council is 
ignoring the potential for nearby sites to be used 
much more efficiently. It will be catastrophic for 
London’s air quality and our ability to manage 
climate change to lose any of our green belt. 

Hounslow. Chiswick South is to become one of eleven 
‘Liveable Neighbourhoods’ across London. This could 
involve cars being banned from school streets, new 
cycle connections to the Cycleway 9, and a new Grove 
Park public square . Plans for 420 homes, 50% 
affordable, have been approved for Capital Interchange 
Way   . The Dukes Meadows Trust has raised a 
petition calling on Hounslow council to abandon its 
proposal to develop car park areas and bus turning 
circles at the Promenade open space . The developer 
behind the planned 32-storey development at Chiswick 
Roundabout is taking high court action over Robert 
Jenrick’s blocking of the scheme . The historic 
Cavalry Barracks site has been put on the market with 
potential for 1,000 homes . TfL’s plans for 800 flats 
on a narrow site in Chiswick include a green corridor 
that “will enhance the surrounding streetscape and 
provide a sustainable route and pleasant throughway 
for local residents” . Revised plans for a Morrisons 
store on Brentford High Street, will include improved 
affordable accommodation set around a public piazza 
and a podium garden for residents .  

https://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/city-adopts-new-tall-buildings-wind-guidance/5101931.article
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/aug/20/city-of-london-tightens-rules-on-skyscrapers-over-wind-tunnel-fears-cyclist-pedetrians
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/news/wind-of-change-hits-city-skyscraper-planners-xxpz2skc5
https://lichfields.uk/blog/2019/august/23/goodbye-windy-city/
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/services/environment-and-planning/planning/design/Pages/design-guidance.aspx
https://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/no-listing-lifeline-for-powell-and-moyas-museum-of-london/5101397.article
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/82-of-billingsgate-new-spitalfields-and-smithfield-market-traders-oppose-bid-to-move-them-from-a4260626.html
https://www.ianvisits.co.uk/blog/2019/10/14/europes-largest-green-wall-planned-for-city-hotel/
https://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/sheppard-robson-proposes-europes-biggest-green-wall/5102059.article
https://insidecroydon.com/2019/09/14/croydons-links-with-gatwick-incompatible-with-carbon-target/
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1660039/22-storey-west-london-tower-refused-heritage-grounds-against-officer-advice
http://www.ealingtoday.co.uk/default.asp?section=info&page=eaperivaleprotest002.htm
https://www.thisislocallondon.co.uk/news/17916483.call-limits-high-rise-housing-blocks-enfield/
https://853.london/2019/09/24/kidbrooke-station-square-sadiq-khan-overrules-greenwich-council-on-619-homes/
https://853.london/2019/09/23/greenwich-ecology-park-faces-new-threat-as-developer-appeals-over-13-storey-block/
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/blog/designing-for-community-an-analysis-of-greenwich-millennium-village/
https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/planninginquiry-rejectthe27-storeywoolwichtower/
https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/planninginquiry-rejectthe27-storeywoolwichtower/
https://853.london/2019/09/12/woolwich-campaigners-rally-support-ahead-of-tesco-tower-inquiry/
https://853.london/2019/10/11/woolwich-covered-market-to-stay-as-spray-street-developers-review-plans/
https://bdaily.co.uk/articles/2019/10/08/1500-new-homes-and-hundreds-of-jobs-to-be-created-with-greenwich-development
https://853.london/2019/09/11/morden-wharf-1500-homes-planned-for-major-greenwich-peninsula-site/
https://www.mordenwharf.com/
https://www.mylondon.news/news/west-london-news/hammersmith-white-city-tower-skyscraper-16871848
http://www.shepherdsbushw12.com/default.asp?section=info&page=ldrsplanning001.htm
https://www.gopetition.com/petitions/save-hammersmith-and-west-london-college-from-demolition.html
http://www.shepherdsbushw12.com/default.asp?section=info&page=woodlane004.htm
http://www.londonarches.com/
https://www.propertywire.com/news/uk/developer-of-major-london-site-must-construct-60-affordable-homes/
https://www.onlondon.co.uk/haringey-seven-sisters-latin-village-traders-legal-challenge-dismissed-by-judge-as-not-realistic/
https://rightsinfo.org/latin-village-demolition-traders-lose-bid-to-save-market/
https://www.hillingdontimes.co.uk/news/17905947.harrow-council-approves-land-lease-dinosaur-themed-mini-golf-course/
https://www.theconstructionindex.co.uk/news/view/plans-submitted-for-new-hillingdon-housing-estate
http://www.cprelondon.org.uk/news/item/2474-hounslow-council-set-to-destroy-green-belt-the-size-of-200-football-pitches
https://www.mylondon.news/news/west-london-news/green-spaces-hounslow-could-lost-17047461
https://environment-analyst.com/dis/82692/cpre-attacks-hounslow-councils-green-belt-intentions
http://www.chiswickw4.com/default.asp?section=info&page=liveableneighbourhood001.htm
https://www.pbctoday.co.uk/news/planning-construction-news/new-homes-in-brentford/63335/
https://www.mylondon.news/news/west-london-news/brentford-homes-schools-shops-traffic-16935531
http://www.chiswickw4.com/default.asp?section=info&page=plciw007.htm
http://www.chiswickw4.com/default.asp?section=info&page=conparking115dukesmeadowspetition.htm
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=chiswickshard024.htm
https://www.placemakingresource.com/article/1596323/need-know-london-military-site-scope-1000-homes-goes-market
http://www.chiswickw4.com/default.asp?section=info&page=conplan121.htm
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=plmorrisons023.htm
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Islington. A contemporary building on Clerkenwell 
Close which was built as a home and office for an 
architect will remain after a planning inspector 
overturned Islington council’s demolition order  . 

Kensington & Chelsea council has been granted 
permission to commence a judicial review against Sadiq 
Khan’s approval of a scheme in Cromwell Road, South 
Kensington, which includes a 30-storey tower, 749-bed 
hotel, 340 serviced apartments, and 46 homes  . 

Kingston residents are being invited to help the 
council select locations and varieties for 600 trees to be 
planted across the borough this winter . As the 
borough’s recycling rate looks set to grow to over 50%, 
the council is calling for residents to recycle more, 
especially food waste . A development of up to 12 
storeys has been rejected by a planning inspector citing 
poor design and harm to the nearby Grade II listed post 
office and conservation area . 

Newham council approved more than 800 homes in 
Canning Town, 50% affordable . 

Old Oak and Park Royal. A planning inspector has 
ruled against proposals from the Old Oak and Park 
Royal Development Corporation (OPDC) to incorporate 
the Cargiant site into regeneration plans for the area. 
Cargiant has long been in dispute with OPDC. The 
inspector said the cost of buying the site from Cargiant 
for 5,900 homes would be between £480m-£630m, 
making the development economically unviable or 
viable only for market housing    . 

Southwark council announced new development 
principles that would allow it to build upwards 
extensions on existing residential properties to create 
thousands of new social homes. It said: “Rooftop 
housing has a great potential to not only deliver 
hundreds of high quality new council homes and 
improve existing homes, but also to help de-carbonise 
the development supply chain” . The council has been 
consulting on using a green space on the Longfield 
Estate for council housing . The South Bank & 
Waterloo Neighbourhood Plan will be voted on at a 
referendum on 24 October . Residents are 
considering legal action against approval of a 21-storey 
tower on a back street near the Elephant & Castle .  
A judicial review into redevelopment of Elephant and 
Castle will be heard from 22 October . Canada Wharf, 
a 53-acre site, has been given planning permission by 
the council for a mixed use scheme which will include 
around 3,000 homes. The decision was made despite 
planning officers warning that the proposed level of 
35% affordable housing could make the scheme 
unviable. Sadiq Khan will have the final say   .  
A tower block planned for the scheme threatens to 
overshadow Stave Hill Ecology Park. Ecologists said :  

We have spent the last 30 years creating Stave Hill 
Ecology Park, a supremely successful example of 
what can be achieved with inner city green space. 
Light and heat from the sun will not travel through 
bricks or concrete. The soil won’t be warm enough to 
support the necessary bacteria and microscopic 
creatures needed for healthy growth, and so you have 
less variety in plants.  

 
Proposed community square at Canada Wharf 

Tower Hamlets. A high court judge has backed a 
planning inspector who overturned an enforcement 
notice requiring the rebuilding of three demolished 
Victorian terraced homes in the former workers’ district 
of Cubitt Town in the Isle of Dogs Coldharbour 
Conservation Area. The inspector had said the homes 
were “three remnant buildings in a sea of modern 
development”. For the borough to insist on their 
preservation was “to adopt a collector’s mentality”. The 
judge agreed and concluded that the council’s 
interpretation of the NPPF was “too purist”  . 

Waltham Forest. Save Lea Marshes has objected to 
plans to relocate Lea Bridge Road Ice Rink . 
Campaigners said the ice rink proposals could threaten 
hedgehogs . Walthamstow High Street will become 
the capital’s first Night Time Enterprise Zone .  

Wandsworth. Sadiq Khan has said he has serious 
concerns about the level of affordable housing of the 
Alton Estate in Roehampton. Residents are concerned 
about the loss of trees and damage to the character of 
the area  . A 292-room co-living scheme on the 
banks of the River Wandle has been approved . 

 
Co-living scheme on the Wandle 

https://www.architectsjournal.co.uk/10044074.article
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/architect-wins-twoyear-battle-to-save-awardwinning-sevenstorey-building-from-bulldozers-a4217046.html
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1662182/high-court-allows-borough-challenge-london-mayors-hotel-tower-consent
https://www.architectsjournal.co.uk/news/court-allows-council-to-challenge-mayors-improper-approval-of-simpsonhaugh-scheme/10044786.article
https://www.kingston.gov.uk/news/article/954/residents_invited_to_help_shape_kingston_council_s_tree_planting_plan
https://www.kingston.gov.uk/news/article/950/kingston_trashes_previous_recycling_records
https://www.kingston.gov.uk/news/article/943/kingston_council_welcomes_planning_inspectorate_s_decision_to_reject_plans_for_surrey_house
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1596741/go-ahead-804-home-east-london-scheme-former-retail-site
https://www.constructionnews.co.uk/buildings/old-oak-redevelopment-site-suffers-planning-blow-18-09-2019/
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1632320/inspector-orders-car-giant-sites-removed-old-oak-plan-warns-housing-target-cut
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/blow-to-old-oak-common-plan-as-6000-homes-have-to-be-cut-a4241071.html
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1660761/why-old-oak-common-local-plan-run-trouble
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/news/2019/sep/southwark-council-raises-the-roof-with-new-development-principles
https://www.london-se1.co.uk/news/view/10014
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1595148/neighbourhood-watch-plan-covering-london-tourist-hotspot-proceeds-public-vote
https://www.london-se1.co.uk/news/view/10002
https://www.southwarknews.co.uk/news/court-will-decide-on-elephant-and-castle-regeneration-next-week/
https://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/green-light-for-allies-and-morrisons-3bn-canada-water-job/5101918.article
https://www.canadawatermasterplan.com/project-updates/southwark-council-approves-plans-for-canada-water-masterplan/
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1661118/southwark-backs-4000-home-scheme-affordable-housing-ratio-puts-applicant-risk
https://www.londonnewsonline.co.uk/environment-fears-for-residents-over-housing-plans-for-53-acre-site-by-southwark-council/
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1595863/judge-rules-illegal-conservation-area-demolition-outweighed-potential-future-use-site
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2019/2219.html
https://saveleytonmarsh.wordpress.com/2019/09/03/more-objections-to-the-proposed-ice-centre-on-lea-bridge-road/
https://www.hackneygazette.co.uk/news/environment/could-30m-plans-for-two-olympic-ice-rinks-endanger-lee-valley-s-hedgehogs-1-6224992
https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/walthamstow-named-first-night-time-enterprise-zone
https://www.wandsworthguardian.co.uk/news/17875005.residents-furious-absolutely-dreadful-alton-estate-plans-see-trees-39-destroyed-39/
https://www.architectsjournal.co.uk/news/mayor-attacks-hawkinsbrowns-unacceptable-alton-estate-plans/10044284.article
https://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/assaels-co-living-scheme-approved/5102034.article
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Wandsworth… The mayor gave approval for three 
towers up to 14-storeys high after the affordable 
housing was increased from 39% to 100% . 
Wandsworth council has gained approval for building 
more than 40 affordable homes on an infill site 
occupying part of the Kersfield estate . Part of The 
Tonsleys district has been included in the newly 
declared Old York Road Conservation Area, along with 
Masumin’s Kiosk (newsagents) at the entrance of 
Wandsworth Town station .  

Westminster. Westminster council has been accused 
of “underhand and unscrupulous” behaviour after using 
permitted development rights legislation to fast-track 
demolition of the 1930s Ebury Bridge Estate  . The 
council was asked to investigate whether planning 
permission had been breached after residents of 
Westbourne Place in Maida Vale complained private 
tenants could access gardens, entrances and a car park, 
but those from social housing could not. Housing 
association Octavia said the arrangement was necessary 
to prevent its tenants facing high service charges. But 
after adverse media coverage, the site owner and 
housing association backtracked and allowed full access 

  . The Duke of Westminster has been accused of 
social cleansing over plans to evict 40 families to make 
way for demolition of Walden House in Belgravia . A 
policy in Westminster council’s draft local plan, which 
would require office and hotel schemes to provide 
affordable housing, has received mixed reaction. Some 
developers and planners argue the policy will make 
schemes unviable. Others regard it as an innovative way 
to increase affordable housing . 

Planning, Housing and Environment 

London Plan. A leaked note from the examining panel 
for the plan is reported by the Evening Standard to have 
recommended the annual housing target is cut by 20% 
from 65,000 to 52,000 homes. The Guardian adds the 
inspectors also told Sadiq Khan to withdraw his 
objections to Heathrow’s expansion, permit fracking in 
London and allow building in the green belt very special 
circumstances. Khan is expected tell Robert Jenrick he 
will not accept the amendments, a refusal the 
government could well challenge in court   . 

Neighbourhood plans. Tony Burton, a convenor of 
the neighbourhood plan network and Chair of CPRE 
London, reviewed progress of neighbourhood plans in 
the capital. A growing number of neighbourhood 
forums have stalled after designation and the number 
of new forums coming on stream has declined  . 

Design. Robert Jenrick launched The National Design 
Guide: Planning Practice Guidance for Beautiful, 
Enduring and Successful Places. The guide, part of 
national planning practice guidance, is viewed as not 
groundbreaking but a useful reinforcement of the 
principles of good design     . 

Future Homes Standard. The government is 
consulting on building regulations for new homes to be 
future-proofed with low-carbon heating and high levels 
of energy efficiency from 2025   . 

Healthy New Towns. NHS England published a 
series of reports to help new developments support 
better health outcomes for residents. One report said: 
“New places should create the conditions for social and 
economic connections to take root and grow, and these 
connections are more likely to be successful when 
places are compact, walkable and mixed-use and have a 
distinct identity” . 

Rooftop housing. Southwark council issued 
development principles that would allow it to build 
upwards extensions on existing residential properties to 
create thousands of new social homes. It said: “Rooftop 
housing has a great potential to not only deliver 
hundreds of high quality new council homes and 
improve existing homes, but also to help de-carbonise 
the development supply chain”   . 

Permitted development rights. New government 
planning guidance said householders must consult 
neighbours when seeking permission for home 
extensions under permitted development rights  . 
Esther McVey said ministers would change rules for 
office to residential conversion to improve the quality of 
homes . New rights to allow two-storey upwards 
extensions on family homes without planning 
permission will compound the problem of low quality 
housing created under previous extensions to permitted 
development rights, the RTPI said   .    

Energy. Sadiq Khan has announced plans for a green 
energy company. Profits will be invested into 
community fuel poverty projects  . Waste heat from 
the Northern Line will used to warm 700 homes 
through Islington’s local heating network   . 

Queen’s Speech. The plans for the new parliament 
include the long awaited Environment Bill which will 
introduce “mandatory biodiversity protections into the 
planning system”, including biodiversity net gain . 
The National Infrastructure Strategy, again long 
awaited, will be published shortly. Ministers also 
promise legislation to “help accelerate the delivery of 
fast, reliable and secure broadband networks to 
millions of homes” but have dropped Boris Johnson’s 
pledge of delivering of delivering full-fibre to all 
households by 2025. A bill will give permission for 
Phase 2a from Lichfield to Crewe    . 

High Speed 2 

Review. The government launched a review which will 
consider all aspects of the project, including whether it 
should go ahead         . Projected 
costs for the scheme have risen sharply from £62bn, far 
higher than the original estimate, to at least £81bn, 
potentially £106.4bn. The completion of the line may 
also be delayed by at least five years. The review panel 
is led by Douglas Oakervee, a former chair of HS2 Ltd. 
HS2 sceptic Lord Berkeley is his deputy. The panel will 
examine the scheme’s benefits and impacts; 
affordability and efficiency; deliverability and scope; 
and its phasing. It will report in the autumn before a go 
or no-go decision by ministers at the end of the year  

     .  

https://www.housingtoday.co.uk/news/sadiq-khan-gives-go-ahead-to-controversial-resi-scheme/5102252.article
https://www.housingtoday.co.uk/news/wandsworth-gets-ok-to-build-infill-site-homes/5101159.article
https://www.wandsworthsw18.com/#!pages/wandsworthsw18:info:conplan003
https://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/westminster-council-accused-of-using-underhand-tactics-to-demolish-estate/5101767.article
https://www.building.co.uk/news/row-over-westminster-estate-demolition-plans/5101792.article
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-49854787
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2019/sep/27/disabled-children-among-social-tenants-blocked-from-communal-gardens
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2019/oct/12/victory-for-residents-of-london-estate-after-garden-access-row
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7392315/Duke-Westminster-accused-social-cleansing-plans-evict-40-families-council-homes.html
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1661448/why-london-council-asking-affordable-housing-commercial-schemes
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/sadiq-khans-65000-homesayear-plan-criticised-as-undeliverable-a4248531.html
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1661373/london-plan-examiners-recommend-65000-home-annual-target-cut-20-per-cent
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/oct/21/sadiq-khan-on-collision-course-with-government-over-environment
https://www.theplanner.co.uk/opinion/neighbourhood-planning-%E2%80%93-the-london-experience
https://www.neighbourhoodplanners.london/
https://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/lukewarm-welcome-for-national-design-guide-that-doesnt-mention-architects/5102106.article
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-design-guide
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1661252/new-national-design-guide-emphasises-role-nppf-design-grounds-refusals
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1661248/new-guidance-includes-measures-ensure-post-approval-design-quality-maintained
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1661248/new-guidance-includes-measures-ensure-post-approval-design-quality-maintained
https://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/mhclg-launches-consultation-on-energy-regulations/5101937.article
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/news/news/government-announces-green-standard-for-all-new-build-homes-in-raft-of-housing-proposals-63531
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/housing-secretary-unveils-green-housing-revolution
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ourwork/innovation/healthy-new-towns/
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/news/2019/sep/southwark-council-raises-the-roof-with-new-development-principles
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/comment/comment/why-were-considering-building-new-homes-on-the-rooftops-of-our-existing-stock-63416
https://www.southwarknews.co.uk/news/southwark-council-to-build-new-homes-on-top-of-existing-blocks-to-tackle-chronic-housing-shortage/
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1596618/new-guidance-pd-right-home-extensions-highlights-need-neighbour-consultation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/permitted-development-rights-for-householders-technical-guidance
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1661122/government-will-change-permitted-development-rules-ensure-habitable-schemes-says-mcvey
https://www.planningportal.co.uk/news/article/665/planning_news_-_2_october_2019
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1660980/jenrick-confirms-relaxed-rules-boost-housing-provision-via-upwards-extensions-office-demolitions
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1662122/upwards-extension-permitted-development-right-mean-planners
https://environmentjournal.online/articles/london-mayor-to-create-green-energy-company/
https://www.edie.net/news/6/City-Hall-to-launch--green-and-fair--energy-company/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/aug/26/underground-line-to-heat-up-london-homes-during-winter
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/08/26/underground-line-set-heat-hundreds-homes-end-year/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-49482840
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/briefing-room/news-releases/2019/october/environment-bill-%E2%80%98great-opportunity%E2%80%99-for-planning,-says-rtpi/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/queens-speech-2019-background-briefing-notes
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1662348/queens-speech-promises-first-national-infrastructure-strategy-autumn
https://www.transport-network.co.uk/Queens-Speech-unveils-major-infrastructure-plans/16216
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-50042720
https://www.transport-network.co.uk/Shapps-launches-high-speed-review-of-HS2/16102
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1594426/government-announces-rigorous-review-hs2-project
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1596566/hs2-review-means-council-plan-making
https://environment-analyst.com/dis/81756/dft-nods-through-hs2-works-amid-review-uncertainty
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/hs2-could-be-delayed-by-seven-years-and-cost-22bn-more-than-previous-budget-tory-minister-confirms-a4227966.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-49563549
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-49450297
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/a-timeline-of-hs2-hitting-the-buffers-hjs79l7pj
https://airqualitynews.com/2019/08/21/hs2-could-be-cancelled-before-the-end-of-2019-government-says/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/aug/21/the-hs2-review-team-and-what-they-say
https://www.transport-network.co.uk/HS2-three-years-late-and-25bn-over-budget/16131
https://www.transport-network.co.uk/Cook-report-HS2-considering-private-finance-options-and-descoping/16134
https://www.ft.com/content/cf3ff750-d92a-11e9-8f9b-77216ebe1f17
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2019/09/21/high-speed-2-will-cost-1064-billion-almost-double-amount-claimed/
https://www.newcivilengineer.com/latest/hs2-costs-top-106bn-oakervee-review-told-25-09-2019/
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Legal challenge. Broadcaster Chris Packham argued: 
“HS2 is a first-class ticket to ecological ruin” . He 
joined climate change activists to create a pop up 
woodland outside the London headquarters of HS2, 
protesting at the destruction of trees to make way for 
line     . Packham has since instructed 
lawyers Leigh Day to begin proceedings against HS2 
and called for urgent clarification on which ancient 
woodlands are earmarked for clearance . 

HS2 in Camden. Developers say they want to build on 
land acquired for HS2, even if the project is cancelled. 
But Camden council leader Georgia Gould said: “If HS2 
is scrapped completely, or if the line is terminated 
elsewhere, we would want our land back. We estimate 
that we could create thousands of homes and jobs in the 
Euston area”  . Drummond Street Tenants’ and 
Residents’ Association has objected to plans to 
redevelop the Maria Fidelis school site saying the open 
space falls short of that promised . 

Transport 

Rail. Network Rail has been named the winner of the 
2019 RIBA Client of the Year Award for the new 
London Bridge Station . 

Active travel. TfL is to appoint a network of Healthy 
Streets Officers to encourage people to walk and cycle 
in the city and discourage vehicle idling . Hounslow’s 
cabinet approved plans for Cycleway 9 despite 
opposition from traders and councillors . 

Silvertown Tunnel. Councillors have been debating 
whether Greenwich council should change its stance 
and join Lewisham, Newham, Southwark and Hackney 
councils in opposing the tunnel  . The Stop the 
Silvertown Tunnel campaign has been wound up . 
More than 40 experts and activists signed a letter 
urging Sadiq Khan to halt the tunnel project . The 
secretary of state has approved a revised hazardous 
substances consent for the Brenntag chemicals plant, 
which stands close to where the tunnel access road will 
leave the A102. The Health and Safety Executive had 
wanted to restrict the consent to increase safety for 
drivers and residents . 

Roads. A report by the thinktank Common Wealth said 
London could become a private car-free zone by 2030, 
with TfL offering free bus travel and ride-hailing 
electric vehicles . TfL will implement a 20mph speed 
limit on 8.9km of roads in central London it manages 
next year, including Millbank, Albert Embankment and 
Borough High Street, in a bid to improve road safety  

 . Hounslow council is considering introducing a 
Workplace Parking Levy in Chiswick of up to £1,000 a 
year on employee parking spaces . Camden council’s 
transport chief Adam Harrison said driving half a mile 
to the shops is akin to “the cheeky cigarette you know 
you shouldn’t be having”. His call for road charging was 
backed by Sadiq Khan . The closure of Hammersmith 
Bridge due to structural problems has improved air 
quality in Hammersmith town centre . Thinktank 
Fare City said that nearly half the young people it 
questioned believed that cars should be banned from 
the bridge when repairs are completed   .  

Air quality. In a wide-ranging report, Our Plant, Our 
Health, the environmental audit committee called on 
ministers to enshrine in law WHO guideline limits for 
particulate matter (PM2.5) in its forthcoming 
Environment Bill  . During the first four months of 
the Ultra-Low Emission Zone (ULEZ), there were 
12,524 fewer polluting vehicles on the roads each day, a 
reduction of over a third   . Sadiq Khan has 
pledged to reduce PM2.5 pollution in line with WHO 
guidelines by 2030 . Drivers who leave their vehicles 
idling for more than three minutes in Lewisham could 
get a £60 fine . The City said 90% of its streets will 
meet WHO standards for NO2 by 2025 . Air pollution 
exposure is linked to bipolar disorder, schizophrenia 
and depression, researchers said . Researchers also 
suggested PM10 particles could be causing baldness . 
The Central Office of Public Interest has set up a 
website showing air pollution by postcode  . 

 
Air pollution report for EC1M 6EJ 

Aviation 

London City. Greenwich council has expressed 
concern over London City Airport’s plan to end curbs 
on weekend flights. The airport wants to be allowed to 
handle an extra 40,000 flights per year on top of its 
current limit of 111,000, a figure it says it will reach in 
2022. The extra movements will require flights on 
Saturday afternoon and Sunday mornings, a period 
when no flights are currently allowed. The airport also 
wants greater flexibility on early morning and late 
evening flights  . The assembly environment 
committee is opposing any increase in City Airport’s 
operational hours. Committee chair Caroline Russell 
said: “Londoners who are constantly overflown by 
planes need their weekends. The proposal to increase 
the number of flights, at City Airport whittles away the 
short break that Londoners get from aircraft noise” . 
CPRE London has called for “the phased closure of the 
airport in the light of its unacceptable noise impacts 
and the climate emergency.” 

Heathrow is prioritising airlines and passengers over 
residents in its expansion plans, the London Assembly 
environment committee said. Caroline Russell said: 
“Expanding Heathrow is bad for Londoners, bad for 
London, and bad for the health of our planet, and that’s 
why we are recommending that it does not go ahead” . 
Teddington Action Group has published its response to 
third runway consultation . The No 3rd Runway 
Coalition warned that Heathrow’s plans would lead to 
dozens of extra planes flying over Islington . 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/outdated-hs2-is-a-first-class-ticket-to-ecological-ruin-767tqh69l
https://inews.co.uk/news/environment/chris-packham-climate-change-protests-woodland-hs2-extinction-rebellion-638112
http://camdennewjournal.com/article/chris-packham-leads-anti-hs2-protest-outside-euston
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7515319/Climate-protesters-set-woodland-Chris-Packham-outside-HS2-London-headquarters.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/09/14/anti-hs2-campaigners-join-forces-extinction-rebellion-save-britains/
https://www.itv.com/news/2019-09-28/chris-packham-joins-woodland-protest-outside-hs2-base/
https://www.leighday.co.uk/News/2019/September-2019/HS2-preparatory-works-threaten-destruction-of-irre
http://camdennewjournal.com/article/new-transport-secretary-could-hand-euston-land-to-developers-even-if-hs2-is-abandoned
http://camdennewjournal.com/article/hs2-comes-off-the-rails-but-the-damage-is-already-done
http://camdennewjournal.com/article/hs2-promised-public-garden-is-just-an-insignificant-patch
https://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/riba-gives-client-award-to-network-rail/5102029.article
https://airqualitynews.com/2019/08/16/londons-healthy-streets-officers-to-encourage-people-out-of-their-cars/
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=cycling010.htm
https://853.london/2019/10/10/khans-deputy-dodges-protest-as-greenwich-labour-wobbles-over-silvertown-tunnel/
https://www.newcivilengineer.com/latest/councillors-turn-on-silvertown-tunnel-plans-10-10-2019/
https://silvertowntunnel.co.uk/2019/10/07/so-whatever-did-happen-to-the-no-to-silvertown-tunnel-campaign/
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/transport/silvertown-tunnel-pollution-expert-who-backed-ulez-slams-sadiq-khan-over-1-billion-scheme-a4216316.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/called-in-decision-land-at-214-tunnel-avenue-london-se10-ref-3216423-25-september-2019
https://common-wealth.co.uk/away-with-all-cars.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-49608400
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/transport/speed-limits-to-be-cut-to-20mph-on-main-roads-in-central-london-a4230721.html
http://www.chiswickw4.com/default.asp?section=info&page=conparking129.htm
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/mayor-of-london-backs-plan-to-charge-drivers-levy-for-needless-trips-to-shops-a4240016.html
https://www.citymetric.com/horizons/has-closing-hammersmith-bridge-really-improved-london-s-air-quality-4731
http://farecity.org/2019/10/01/84/
http://farecity.org/2019/10/01/hammersmith-bridge-survey/
https://www.citymetric.com/transport/young-people-west-london-want-keep-hammersmith-bridge-car-free-4789
https://airqualitynews.com/2019/09/19/mps-call-on-government-to-enshrine-who-pm2-5-mps-call-on-government-to-enshrine-who-pm2-5-guidelines-in-law/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/environmental-audit-committee/news-parliament-2017/planetary-health-report-published-17-19/
https://airqualitynews.com/2019/09/18/ulez-polluting-vehicles-cut-by-a-third-during-first-four-months/
https://www.cityam.com/sadiq-khans-ulez-charge-cuts-polluting-vehicles-by-over-a-third-and-bags-tfl-51m/
https://www.transport-network.co.uk/ULEZ-success-makes-26m-hole-in-TfL-income/16162
https://airqualitynews.com/2019/10/11/london-commits-to-who-guidelines-for-pm2-5-by-2030/
https://853.london/2019/09/23/polluters-to-cough-up-as-lewisham-council-introduces-60-idling-fines/
https://news.cityoflondon.gov.uk/90-of-square-mile-to-meet-who-no2-air-quality-guidelines-by-2025/
https://airqualitynews.com/2019/08/21/air-pollution-exposure-linked-to-bipolar-disorder-schizophrenia-and-depression/
https://airqualitynews.com/2019/10/09/air-pollution-could-be-turning-men-bald/
https://addresspollution.org/
https://airqualitynews.com/2019/09/17/new-online-tool-to-reveal-air-pollution-levels-at-london-addresses/
https://853.london/2019/09/05/greenwich-council-concerned-over-city-airports-plan-for-more-weekend-flights/
https://www.citymetric.com/transport/case-against-expanding-london-city-airport-4787
https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/assembly/increased-flights-means-more-noise-for-residents
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