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What is London’s Countryside? 

 

Croydon plan slammed. In a submission to the 
consultation on the draft Croydon Local Plan, CPRE 
London said:  

“Housing targets must be realistic: the proposed target 
is exceptionally high. Unrealistic targets mean that too 
many sites are allocated, green sites are built out 
before brownfield sites, and land is wasted.”  

CPRE said it did not support building infrastructure in 
the Green Belt and there are no exceptional 
circumstances to justify it. Neither does it support 
release of three sites from the Green Belt or use of 
Sanderstead Recreation Ground for a school 
expansion. It encouraged borough residents to write in 
opposition to the plans   . 

Mayor supports Green Belt. Sadiq Khan has written 
CPRE London confirming the importance of the Green 
Belt role in responding to the Climate Emergency : 

“The strong protection of the Green Belt and 
Metropolitan Open Land (MOL) is also important due 
to the multiple environmental functions this land 
performs particularly within the context of a climate 
emergency. They provide many benefits including 
ensuring transport emissions to not increase from 
sprawl, supporting London’s resilience to a changing 
climate (such as preventing flooding) as well as 
supporting food growing, providing important habitats 
for wildlife and allowing space for recreation and 
relaxation for Londoners.” 

“I believe that the continued, strong emphasis I have 
placed on protecting London’s Green Belt and MOL [in 
the London Plan] is justified.” 

Open and Green 

Green health. Burgess Park in Southwark is the most 
polluted park in London hosting a Parkrun; Goddington 
Park in Orpington the least . Following a study of 
185,000 deaths in London, researchers concluded that 
increased urban vegetation reduces heat and mortality. 
They commended mayoral strategies to increase 
London’s green infrastructure and to maximise the 
health benefits of open space by ensuring equitable 
access for all Londoners .  

 
Variation in daytime temperatures in London  

Protecting green spaces. The Union of Hackney 
Gardens said it was alarmed at the lack of a community 
designation policy to protect open spaces in the 
emerging local plan . By a majority of three to two, 
the supreme court refused town green status for school 
playing fields in Lancashire and NHS land at 
Leatherhead in Surrey. The essence of the judgement 
that if land is held for statutory purposes, it cannot be 
registered as a town green. It is probable that this 
judgement also applies to the registration of rights of 
way    . PDP London has won an international 
design competition to create a green strategy for the 
Low Line walking route in Southwark . 

 
Winning design for the Low Line 

Climate emergency. Hammersmith and Fulham council 
has set up a resident-led Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Commission . Tom Edwards from the 
BBC looked at the challenges facing London in hitting 
Sadiq Khan’s target of carbon neutrality by 2030 . 
Climate Central published a world map of areas at risk 
of coastal flooding by 2050 as sea levels rise . 

 
Coastal flood risk 2050 

http://www.cprelondon.org.uk/resources/item/2500-croydongreenbelt
https://insidecroydon.com/2020/01/13/cpre-makes-appeal-just-one-week-left-to-save-the-green-belt/
https://insidecroydon.com/2020/01/16/sanderstead-and-riddlesdown-lead-battle-to-save-green-belt/
http://www.cprelondon.org.uk/news/item/2502-londonclimateemergency
https://www.cityam.com/revealed-londons-most-polluted-parkruns/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0160412019323360
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0160412019323360
https://www.hackneycitizen.co.uk/2019/12/16/union-hackney-gardens-calls-local-powers-protect-open-space/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/dec/14/village-green-land-at-risk-supreme-court-moorside-fields-lancaster
https://www.oss.org.uk/supreme-court-overrides-rights-of-local-communities-on-village-greens/
https://www.oss.org.uk/supreme-court-overrides-rights-of-local-communities-on-village-greens/
https://www.ftbchambers.co.uk/news/important-supreme-court-decision-concerning-land-held-public-authorities
https://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/pdp-wins-southwark-low-line-competition/5103568.article
https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/articles/news/2020/01/residents-lead-fight-tackle-climate-emergency
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-london-51151983
https://coastal.climatecentral.org/map/9/-0.1666/50.9985/?theme=sea_level_rise&map_type=coastal_dem_comparison&elevation_model=coastal_dem&forecast_year=2050&pathway=rcp45&percentile=p50&return_level=return_level_1&slr_model=kopp_2014
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The London Plan 

Intention to publish. Sadiq Khan gave a defiant 
response to the inspecting panel’s final report . He 
told housing secretary Robert Jenrick he had accepted 
28 of the recommendations, many of which relate to 
technicalities of housing policies. He agreed with a 
further 12 in part or with amendments but has rejected 
15 recommendations completely. These include 
policies that are central to the plan, including protection 
of the Green Belt and MOL. He accepted a reduction in 
housing targets . The Plan will be considered by the 
London Assembly at a plenary meeting on 6 February. 
There is considerable disagreement between City Hall 
and the inspectors on policies for Heathrow, the Green 
Belt, MOL and fracking. Robert Jenrick was expected to 
have either agreed to the modified plan, which is 
unlikely, or launched a high court challenge in January 
but in a letter just published, he told Khan before 
Christmas that he will take until 17 February to respond 

 . In a letter to Jenrick, CPRE London said: 

“The strict policies to protect Green Belt and MOL set 
out in the plan are essential to the effective 
regeneration and reuse of previously developed land 
in London, as well as being vital for the health and 
wellbeing of Londoners. Moreover, in the face of 
unprecedented climate and nature emergencies, the 
role of Green Belt in managing urban growth will only 
become more important in future.” 

Green Belt. The inspectors recommended a city-wide 
Green Belt review as part of the next iteration of the 
plan. Sadiq Khan rejected this: “A commitment to 
review Green Belt in this plan potentially prejudges any 
future spatial strategy and risks undermining the 
objectives and delivery of this plan.” In another 
challenge, the inspectors wanted the plan’s Green Belt 
policies brought into line with the NPPF, allowing 
development in very special circumstances. Khan 
responded the plan’s policy that “development 
proposals that would harm the Green Belt should be 
refused” must remain unchanged. The inspectors said 
the plan’s commitment to support extensions of the 
Green Belt should be deleted. Again, Khan’s answer 
was no. He also rejected the recommendation that 
boroughs review Green Belt boundaries to provide sites 
for industry: “The Mayor does not want to encourage a 
major shift of industrial activity to the outskirts of 
London as this is likely to give rise to negative impacts 
on the London economy and increase vehicle miles, 
congestion and pollution.” (Policy G2) 

Metropolitan Open Land. The inspectors said the policy 
that “development proposals that would harm MOL 
should be refused” should be deleted. Khan said no: 
“Given the importance of MOL to Londoners, the Mayor 
considers that MOL should have the highest levels of 
protection, in line with that of Green Belt land.” The plan 
also says the quantum of MOL should not be reduced. 
The inspectors wanted this deleted. Khan responded: 
“Ensuring the quantum of MOL is maintained will be 
important to not undermine the wider objective of more 
than 50% green cover in London.” (Policy G3) 

Heathrow. The inspectors want the London Plan to be 
subservient to the Airports National Policy Statement, 
which gives the green light to Heathrow’s third runway. 
They want the aviation policy deleted in its entirety, 
including the statement: 

“The Mayor will oppose the expansion of Heathrow 
Airport unless it can be shown that no additional noise 
or air quality harm would result, and that the benefits 
of future regulatory and technology improvements 
would be fairly shared with affected communities.” 

Khan declined to change any policies on Heathrow 
saying a third runway is incompatible with the Mayor’s 
Transport Strategy and deletion of Policy T8 would 
leave a policy vacuum. (Policies T3; T8).  

Transport. Khan refused to weaken the safeguarding of 
strategic sites for transport infrastructure. (Policy T3) 

Waterways. Khan rebuffed a change that would allow 
MOL status to be extended to areas of the Thames: 
“Additional stretches of the River Thames should not be 
designated as Metropolitan Open Land, as this may 
restrict the use of the river for transport infrastructure 
related uses.” (Policy SI14) 

Biodiversity. The London Plan allows for biodiversity 
offsetting. The inspectors asked for net biodiversity gain 
“where possible”, weakening the policy. Khan 
disagreed and said all off-site compensation must 
deliver greater biodiversity. (Policy SI11)  

Fracking. Although the government has imposed a 
moratorium on fracking, national planning policy still 
allows for it. The inspectors told Khan he should 
remove his veto on fracking. He retorted: “The Mayor is 
strongly opposed to the exploration and production of 
shale gas in London and considers it is vital to have a 
London wide planning policy on this” . (Policy SI11) 

Sustainable drainage. Khan has accepted the 
recommendation that “Development proposals for 
impermeable surfacing should normally be resisted.” 
Previously the plan said impermeable surfacing should 
be refused. (Policy SI13) 

Housing targets. The inspectors told Sadiq Khan to cut 
his housing targets for the capital and for boroughs. 
They said there was an overreliance on small sites for 
delivery and the overall target should be cut nearly 20 
per cent from 649,350 to 522,850 dwellings. Small sites 
will be expected to accommodate 119,250 homes over 
the plan period, down from 245,730. Khan accepted 
this but told Jenrick: “I want to make it clear I am 
absolutely committed to delivering more of the homes 
that Londoners need, and this will include making 
greater use of small sites across the capital as well as 
bringing new players into the market”   (Policy H1) 

Affordable housing. Conversion or rebuilding of empty 
offices or other non-residential uses to housing is 
subject to vacant building credit under which affordable 
housing contributions are only payable on any increase 
in floor area. The London Plan had tried to restrict this 
but the inspectors said this was not compliant with the 
NPPF. Sadiq Khan has accepted the recommendation 
to delete the policy but said boroughs can disapply the 
policy based on local evidence. (Policy H9) 

https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan/draft-new-london-plan/chapter-8-green-infrastructure-and-natural-environment/policy-g2
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan/draft-new-london-plan/chapter-8-green-infrastructure-and-natural-environment/policy-g3
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan/draft-new-london-plan/chapter-10-transport/policy-t3-transport-capacity-connectivity
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan/draft-new-london-plan/chapter-10-transport/policy-t8-aviation
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan/draft-new-london-plan/chapter-10-transport/policy-t3-transport-capacity-connectivity
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan/draft-new-london-plan/chapter-9-sustainable-infrastructure/policy-si14-waterways
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan/draft-new-london-plan/chapter-8-green-infrastructure-and-natural-environment/policy-g6
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan/draft-new-london-plan/chapter-8-green-infrastructure-and-natural-environment/policy-g6
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan/draft-new-london-plan/chapter-9-sustainable-infrastructure/policy-si11-hydraulic
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan/draft-new-london-plan/chapter-9-sustainable-infrastructure/policy-si11-hydraulic
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan/draft-new-london-plan/chapter-9-sustainable-infrastructure/policy-si13-sustainable
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan/draft-new-london-plan/chapter-4-housing/policy-h1-increasing-housing-supply
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/planning-obligations
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan/draft-new-london-plan/chapter-4-housing/policy-h9-vacant-building-credit
http://www.cprelondon.org.uk/resources/green-london-ebulletin/item/2492-our-december-green-london-bulletin
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan/intend-publish-london-plan-2019
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/20191223_letter_from_the_secretary_of_state_for_housing_.pdf
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1671532/jenrick-announces-four-week-delay-response-london-plan
https://drillordrop.com/2019/12/20/mayor-of-london-stands-firm-against-fracking-in-planning-policy/
https://www.housingtoday.co.uk/news/expert-brands-london-plan-target-ridiculous/5102686.article
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1670301/reduced-london-plan-housing-targets-will-affect-councils-developers


Green London Bulletin from CPRE London  

 3 

Design. The architect retention clause will remain. The 
clause guides, but does not compel, boroughs to use 
the same architect through a development scheme with 
the aim of improving the consistency and quality of 
design  . (Policy D2) 

Business. Kahn wants to retain the plan’s exhortation 
to boroughs provide business units at a range of rents. 
He has also refused to modify the strategic framework 
for industrial capacity and logistics. (Policies E2; E4.) 

Gypsies and travellers. The inspectors wanted the 
London Plan policy brought in line with the NPPF. 
Sadiq Khan rejected this and said national policy 
excludes gypsies and travellers who had ceased to 
travel but still lived in caravans, or those in bricks and 
mortar seeking a caravan. (Policy H16) 

Around the Capital 

Barnet. Finchley Central Underground Station could be 
redeveloped for 560 homes in blocks of flats between 
seven and 20 storeys high . The borough approved 
the redevelopment of a Sainsbury’s supermarket site in 
Colindale to provide a mixed-use development 
including 1,309 homes, 35% affordable, despite its 
density being double London Plan guidelines  . 
Robert Jenrick allowed an appeal for 1,350 homes in 
buildings up to 11 storeys high on North London 
Business Park, despite the site is not being allocated 
for tall buildings. The council had rejected the scheme 
because of its excessive height, scale and massing. 
Barnet does not have a five-year land supply  . 

Brent council has replaced its single-use plastic parking 
ticket wrappers with a biodegradable version . 

Brentford. A five-year certificate of immunity from listing 
has been issued for Grimshaw Architects’ Homebase, 
paving the way for the site’s redevelopment for a Tesco 
and housing .  

City. Foster & Partners have launched an appeal over 
the rejection of its plans for the controversial 305m high 
Tulip tourist attraction . Plans have been submitted 
for the new Museum of London scheme, now costed at 
£337m, at West Smithfield . Architects have been 
appointed to repurpose Smithfield Market and improve 
the public realm  . 

 
Plans for the Museum of London  

Ealing. Residents are protesting against Durston House 
School’s plans to build a 540-pupil capacity building on 
Castlebar Playing Field . 

Enfield council has agreed the first phase of Meridian 
One. Fifty per cent of the planned 900 homes will be 
affordable . 

Greenwich. One-third of customers at the new Ikea 
arrived on foot, by bike or by public transport . Plans 
for a 28-storey tower on the banks of Deptford Creek 
have been approved, despite only 20 per cent of the 
apartments being affordable . Changes are being 
drawn up to the Greenwich Peninsular masterplan. The 
Greenwich Society said: “There is no additional green 
space at all although the existing Central Park is 
dwarfed by new blocks” . 

Hackney. Robert Jenrick has told the council not to 
approve conversion of Whitechapel Bell Foundry into a 
boutique hotel without his authorisation. The UK 
Historic Building Preservation Trust said: “It’s good, it’s 
timely, it’s necessary. We were faced with cultural 
vandalism on a great scale” . The National Lottery 
granted £4.4m for improvements the grade II-listed 
gothic Abney Park Cemetery in Stoke Newington . 

Harrow. Architects have been appointed for the new 
Harrow Arts Centre . 

 
Harrow Arts Centre 

Hounslow. Highways England has granted £340,000 
Gunnersbury Park to mitigate the impact of the M4, 
including renovation of three threatened historic 
buildings . A TfL plan for 12 tower blocks on Bollo 
Lane, up to 25-storeys high, have been criticised by 
Rupa Huq MP and residents . Plans have been 
submitted for a 22-storey tower in West Acton. 
Allotment owners say the blocking of light from such a 
tall building would be devastating for them . 

Islington. Ocado’s plan to build a lorry depot next to the 
only playground in Islington to meet EU pollution limits 
has led to a boycott of the delivery company, along with 
protests by parents who have children at Yerbury 
Primary School and their teachers   . 

Kensington & Chelsea council has now decided to 
support a scheme in West Cromwell Road it rejected 
last May. The scheme has increased in height since 
Sadiq Khan called it in. The developer is promising 
more than one acre of landscaped public space . 

 
Plans for West Cromwell Road  

https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan/draft-new-london-plan/chapter-3-design/policy-d2-delivering-good-design
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan/draft-new-london-plan/chapter-6-economy/policy-e2-low-cost-business-space
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan/draft-new-london-plan/chapter-6-economy/policy-e4-land-industry-logistics-and-services
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan/draft-new-london-plan/chapter-4-housing/policy-h16-gypsy-and-traveller-accommodation
https://www.architectsjournal.co.uk/news/london-plan-mayor-stands-ground-over-architect-retention-clauses/10045921.article
https://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/khan-fights-to-keep-architect-retention-clauses-in-london-plan/5103744.article
https://www.thisislocallondon.co.uk/news/18170293.20-storey-tower-built-barnet-tube-station/
https://www.thisislocallondon.co.uk/news/18162062.plan-28-storey-tower-barnet-wins-planning-permission/
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1671260/barnet-approves-1309-home-skyscrapers-exceed-density-guidelines-site-not-identified-tall-buildings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/recovered-appeal-north-london-business-park-oakleigh-road-south-london-n11-ref-3189843-22-january-2020
https://www.thisislocallondon.co.uk/news/18185833.1-200-home-development-barnet-business-park-approved/
https://www.standard.co.uk/futurelondon/theplasticfreeproject/parking-ticket-plastic-free-brent-council-a4316906.html
https://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/grimshaws-homebase-denied-listed-status/5103607.article
https://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/fosters-tulip-tower-team-launches-appeal/5103801.article
https://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/museum-of-london-project-cost-goes-up-again/5103680.article
https://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/winners-of-smithfield-market-contest-announced/5103596.article
http://islingtontribune.com/article/first-butchers-at-smithfield-plans
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/konnie-huq-charlie-brooker-ealing-durston-house-school-a4334751.html
https://www.pbctoday.co.uk/news/planning-construction-news/900-new-homes-meridian-one/69677/
https://853.london/2019/12/23/greenwich-ikea-falls-just-short-of-sustainable-travel-target/
https://853.london/2020/01/09/28-storey-deptford-creek-tower-backed-by-councillors-despite-lack-of-affordable-housing/
https://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/calatravas-centrepiece-dropped-from-84bn-greenwich-peninsula-scheme/5101065.article
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/londoners-diary/the-londoner-big-ben-foundry-wins-a-reprieve-a4304406.html
https://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/kaner-olettes-abney-park-plans-get-44m-cash-boost/5103718.article
https://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/chris-dyson-selected-to-design-arts-centre/5103481.article
http://www.chiswickw4.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/congunnsprk099.htm
http://www.chiswickw4.com/default.asp?section=info&page=conplan121d.htm
http://www.chiswickw4.com/default.asp?section=info&page=conplan125stanley.htm
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/news/parents-at-islington-s-yerbury-primary-school-snub-ocado-deliveries-over-lorry-pollution-965cd7g7q
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/health/drop-plans-for-ocado-depot-by-our-school-a4329336.html
http://islingtontribune.com/article/do-the-right-thing-headteacher-tells-ocado
https://www.mylondon.news/news/zone-1-news/monstrous-29-storey-skyscraper-could-17568132
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Lewisham council is investigating after the Noah’s Ark 
pub in Deptford’s conservation area was demolished 
without permission . Robert Jenrick has allowed an 
appeal for a 365-home redevelopment of a Tesco car 
park with three towers up to 34 storeys high, despite 
only 20 per cent of the housing being affordable . 

Southwark. Judges threw out a challenge to the 
redevelopment of the Elephant and Castle shopping 
centre . Only 36 out of 100 independent traders still 
operating at the shopping centre have been allocated 
new premises . A site on Old Kent Road could host 
an alligator farm within a Grade-II listed Victorian 
gasholder . Plans have been lodged for a mixed use 
scheme at the Victorian Siemens Brothers factory .  

Tower Hamlets council has adopted its local plan to 
2035  . Robert Jenrick has granted permission for 
a £1bn redevelopment of Westferry Printworks. This 
was despite the scheme being slated by a planning 
inspector who said it would fail to preserve the setting 
of Tower Bridge, the Grade-I listed Old Royal Naval 
College and the Maritime Greenwich World Heritage 
Site. Tower Hamlets council said the scheme 
“breached virtually all the design principles identified in 
the development plan”. Jenrick accepted many of the 
criticisms of the scheme, including the impact on Tower 
Bridge, but said employment during construction and 
the additional housing outweighed the harm the 
scheme would cause      . Councillors 
agreed an emergency motion declaring they would 
examine “all available options, including a judicial 
review” in order to stop the scheme    . 

 
Plans for Westferry Printworks 

Wandsworth. The Alchemist pub in Battersea was 
illegally demolished in 2015. Although it was rebuilt, it 
has not come back into use. Now its owners have won 
a planning appeal to change it to D2 use – assembly 
and leisure . 

Westminster. New plans have been drawn up for 
housing and shops on the historic Newson’s Yard in 
Belgravia . Historic England rejected a request from 
Save Britain’s Heritage and the Twentieth Century 
Society to spot-list Portcullis House. Parliamentary 
estate managers plan to remove the water feature in 
the atrium. Historic England said this does not present 
a serious enough threat  . The council blocked an 
18-storey mixed use scheme on Kingdom Street on 
design and heritage grounds  . 

 
Rejected Kingdom Street scheme 

Planning and Housing 

Phone kiosks. Last year, Westminster won a high court 
legal case requiring telephone companies to get 
planning permission for new phone boxes. The city is 
now hoping to persuade ministers to amend planning 
regulations to allow councils across the country to 
serve a notice forcing telecoms operators to remove 
unused and redundant boxes. There are about 1,000 
phone boxes in Westminster. The council has said it 
wants to retain up to 100 listed red boxes while 
removing the modern kiosks, many of which are used 
as advertising hoardings . 

Design. The design of new housing developments in 
England is overwhelmingly mediocre or poor, with less-
affluent communities the worst affected, according to a 
national audit conducted by UCL for CPRE and the 
Place Alliance. Tom Fyans, Campaigns and Policy 
Director at CPRE said:  

“The Government has presided over a decade of 
disastrous housing design and must raise standards 
immediately. This research is utterly damning of larger 
house builders and their failure to build the homes our 
communities deserve. They must significantly raise 
their game if we are to create the sorts of places that 
future generations will feel proud to call home. It’s no 
wonder so many of our communities feel 
apprehensive towards new development when the 
design is so poor.” 

Greater London was the most improved region in 
England. One case study in the capital was rated very 
good, another poor. Overall, 20% of London schemes 
were rated very good and 45% mediocre   . 

Affordable housing. The Local Government 
Association claimed that more than 13,500 affordable 
homes have been lost across England over the past 
four years because office to residential conversions do 
not contribute towards affordable housing  . The 
Real Story on BBC World Service looked at the 
affordable housing crisis, including a community 
housing project in London . 

https://westferryprintworks.co.uk/
https://www.thisislocallondon.co.uk/news/18069520.lewisham-council-investigating-noahs-ark-pub-deptford-demolished-without-permission/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/recovered-appeal-land-at-former-car-parks-tesco-store-conington-road-lewisham-london-ref-3205926-22-january-2020
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2019/3575.html
http://35percent.org/2020-01-20-elephant-traders-still-homeless/
https://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/architects-snap-at-chance-to-design-londons-first-alligator-farm/5103757.article
https://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/studio-egret-west-submits-200m-plan-to-turn-historic-factory-into-homes/5103483.article
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/planning_and_building_control/planning_policy_guidance/Local_plan/local_plan.aspx
https://www.eastlondonadvertiser.co.uk/news/politics/tower-hamlets-local-plan-1-6471820
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/recovered-appeal-land-at-former-westferry-printworks-site-235-westferry-road-london-ref-3225474-14-january-2020
https://www.architectsjournal.co.uk/news/jenrick-overrules-planning-inspector-and-approves-plps-1bn-westferry-printworks/10045983.article
https://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/minister-approves-plps-upsized-westferry-printworks-scheme/5103727.article
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2020/01/15/richard-desmond-gets-green-light-1bn-westferry-printworks-isle/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/isle-of-dogs-climbing-from-huts-to-high-rise-vjn3xndqd
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1670893/jenrick-overrules-inspector-allow-1500-home-east-london-appeal
https://853.london/2020/01/16/fury-after-46-storey-tower-which-would-harm-greenwich-view-approved-by-minister/
https://www.eastlondonadvertiser.co.uk/news/westferry-scheme-approval-1-6468165
https://www.eastlondonadvertiser.co.uk/news/politics/westferry-judicial-review-1-6469149
https://www.eastlondonadvertiser.co.uk/news/features/advertiser-letters-westferry-printworks-and-world-cancer-day-1-6477495
https://cedrec.com/news/index.htm?news_id=48006
https://www.bdonline.co.uk/stiff-and-trevillion-takes-belgravia-baton-from-aukett-swanke/5103742.article
https://www.architectsjournal.co.uk/news/row-erupts-as-historic-england-refuses-to-list-hopkins-portcullis-house/10045842.article
https://www.architectsjournal.co.uk/news/row-erupts-as-historic-england-refuses-to-list-hopkins-portcullis-house/10045842.article
https://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/planners-reject-allies-and-morrisons-paddington-tower/5103617.article
https://www.homesandproperty.co.uk/property-news/westway-tower-block-westminster-council-set-to-throw-out-plans-a135821.html
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/news/unused-telephone-boxes-on-the-line-67tnh98lk
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/news/2020/jan/new-housing-design-england-overwhelmingly-mediocre-or-poor
https://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/housebuilders-lambasted-for-producing-overwhelmingly-bad-designs/5103826.article
https://www.cpre.org.uk/news/housing-design-2020/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/01/11/office-buildings-converted-flats-drive-shortage-affordable-homes/
https://www.local.gov.uk/lga-over-13500-affordable-homes-lost-through-office-conversions
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/w3csydf3
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Resources 

Fly-tipping. Camden had the most fly-tipping incidents 
in London in 2018/19 (25,765). It was followed by Brent 
(23,965), Croydon (22,184), Hounslow (21,897) and 
Haringey (21,320) . Harrow council is implementing a 
new proactive strategy to reduce fly-tipping in the 
borough  . Barnet is to review its penalty charge 
notice scheme for fly-tipping after residents were fined 
for putting out recycling . There are concerns that fly-
tipping will increase after Barnet councillors agreed a 
£70 annual charge for collecting green waste .The 
Local Government Association demanded tougher 
sentences for people convicted of fly-tipping after new 
figures showed that offences have surged over the past 
six years but only two offenders have been hit with the 
maximum £50,000 penalty since 2014  . 

Waste & recycling. Sadiq Khan revealed he had signed 
off just three Reduction and Recycling Plans (RRPs), 
for Enfield, Tower Hamlets and Richmond councils, 
amid fears London will not achieve its target of 50% 
recycling by 2025. The capital’s recycling rate was 
33.4% in 2018/19 .  

London Power. Sadiq Khan launched a green energy 
company . 

High Speed 2 

Environment. HS2 Ltd has published a new statement 
of its environmental objectives . The new policy drops 
the company’s commitment to “seek environmental 
enhancements and benefits”. More on this in the 
January 2020 CPRE SE Bulletin . The Wildlife Trusts 
said HS2 will destroy and divide “huge swathes” of 
“irreplaceable” natural habitats, including 108 ancient 
woodlands  . Extinction Rebellion and other groups 
protested against felling of trees in the Colne Valley . 

In the courts. HS2 Ltd wants to erect fencing and an 
earth embankment in a field near South Harefield to 
enable a population of newts to be moved out of the 
way of the proposed viaduct. Hillingdon borough 
refused approval on the basis that the design and 
external appearance of the works should be modified to 
preserve a site of archaeological interest and nature 
conservation value. It said the development could 
reasonably be carried out elsewhere. A planning 
inspector agreed but the secretaries of state approved 
the scheme. Now the high court has ruled in favour of 
HS2 and ministers. Hillingdon challenged on the 
grounds of damage to archaeology but the judge ruled 
against the borough   . A Park Village East 
resident has been granted permission to bring legal 
proceedings against HS2 Ltd for its Euston tunnel 
design, claiming that it will “endanger the lives and 
properties of residents nearby” if a retaining wall at 
Mornington Crescent collapsed   . HS2, which 
argued that protesters were occupying a pathway at a 
construction site in Hillingdon illegally, won a 
possession order at the high court and evicted the 
protesters . But new protesters soon returned .  

 
Bailiffs at Hillingdon Outdoor Activity Centre 

Oakervee Review. Another leak of the report suggests 
the cost of HS2 could rise to £108bn  . Lord 
Berkeley, former deputy chair of the Review, published 
a dissenting report. He claimed the review suffered 
from “a bias towards accepting HS2’s evidence in 
preference to those of others”. He said the £107bn cost 
could be cut by £50bn by improving northern and 
midlands rail links instead. Terminating the line at Old 
Oak Common instead of Euston would be save a 
further £8bn. He criticised HS2’s economic case and 
said the design was over-specified. The environmental 
costs of the project had been omitted from the 
Oakervee Review: “Compared to improving existing 
lines, HS2 is not good for the environment”. The rail 
industry condemned Lord Berkeley’s conclusions   

    . Transport secretary Grant Shapps said 
he wanted more information about the scheme . 

National Audit Office. The NAO published a critical 
report on the costs and risks of HS2. It said the 
complexity of the project was underestimated. Costs 
are ballooning. Value for money is deflating. The 
political uncertainty surrounding the project, especially 
the northern sections, will load in more costs. It is 
“impossible to estimate with certainty” how much HS2 
will eventually cost, the auditors concluded. But it will 
be above £100bn     . 

Heathrow 

Delay. The Civil Aviation Authority rejected Heathrow’s 
request to boost spending from £650m to £2.4bn ahead 
of a Development Consent Order being granted. 
Heathrow said the decision would delay completion of 
the third runway until between early 2028 and late 2029 

    . As a result of the decision, Heathrow 
will run a new eight week consultation on its plans from 
April. The airport confirmed that an application for a 
Development Consent Order will be submitted towards 
the end of 2020  . The airport has submitted a new 
business plan to the CAA promising a lowering of fares 
over the next decade. The plan gives two options. 
Opening the third runway in 2028 would cost £14bn as 
planned. Opening in 2029 would cost £3bn more  . 

Pollution. Pollution from planes using Heathrow airport 
has been detected in central London, King’s College 
researchers said   . 

https://www.itv.com/news/london/2019-11-07/four-of-the-top-five-worst-places-in-the-country-for-fly-tipping-are-in-london/
https://www.thisislocallondon.co.uk/news/18166387.harrow-council-targets-fly-tipping-hotspots-wealdstone-trial/
https://www.thisislocallondon.co.uk/news/18115774.harrow-council-fines-21-households-fly-tipping-wealdstone/
https://www.thisislocallondon.co.uk/news/18176093.barnet-fly-tipping-review-amid-reports-unfair-fines/
https://www.times-series.co.uk/news/18175680.barnet-council-approves-70-a-year-garden-waste-charge/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2020/01/04/paltry-fines-little-50-fly-tipping-fail-deter-criminals-warn/
https://www.local.gov.uk/lga-responds-new-fly-tipping-statistics
https://www.letsrecycle.com/news/latest-news/concern-over-londons-50-recycling-target/
https://www.cityam.com/sadiq-khan-launches-green-energy-company-london-power/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hs2-environmental-policy
https://mailchi.mp/64f702073b66/cpre-south-east-bulletin
https://www.hillingdontimes.co.uk/news/national/18160338.wildlife-trusts-claims-hs2-will-destroy-huge-swathes-natural-habitat/
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/news/hs2-exorbitant-cost-nature
https://www.hillingdontimes.co.uk/news/national/18170624.protesters-try-prevent-hs2-tree-felling/
https://www.localgovernmentlawyer.co.uk/planning/401-planning-news/42364-london-borough-fails-in-planning-court-challenge-to-ministerial-approval-for-works-on-hs2-ecological-mitigation-site
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2019/3574.html
https://www.constructionnews.co.uk/hs2/council-loses-challenge-over-hs2-enabling-work-23-12-2019/
https://www.newcivilengineer.com/latest/hs2-legal-case-progresses-against-catastrophic-euston-tunnels-17-01-2020/
https://www.hamhigh.co.uk/news/hs2-judicial-review-high-court-proceeds-euston-homeowner-s-fight-against-rail-project-that-will-endanger-lives-1-6473916
https://www.bucksherald.co.uk/news/traffic-and-travel/campaigner-wins-right-bring-case-against-potentially-lethal-hs2-design-1368709
https://environment-analyst.com/dis/86126/hs2-wins-high-court-battle-with-protesters
http://stophs2.org/news/19088-action-colne-valley-successful-hoped
https://www.hillingdontimes.co.uk/news/national/18172198.hs2-cost-106-billion-says-leaked-review/
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7911021/Downing-Street-accused-LEAKING-parts-HS2-rail-report-condition-public-cuts.html
https://www.theconstructionindex.co.uk/news/view/berkeley-publishes-his-dissenting-report-on-hs2-failings
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/transport/hs2-parliament-seriously-misled-lord-berkeley-a4326616.html
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn%3Aaaid%3Ascds%3AUS%3A8e9c8f87-2650-4aa0-8e0f-0eaf6e709640
https://www.endsreport.com/article/1670359/hs2-review-avoided-counting-green-costs
https://www.railwaygazette.com/uk/stakeholders-respond-to-lord-berkeleys-high-speed-2-dissenting-report/55472.article
http://www.railtechnologymagazine.com/Rail-News/ria-responds-to-lord-berkeleys-hs2-report
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2020/01/10/hs2-engineer-condemns-peers-critical-review-88bn-project/
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-51171249
https://www.libdemvoice.org/the-lib-dems-must-abandon-their-support-for-hs2-for-the-sake-of-our-economy-and-environment-63250.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/travel/news-and-advice/hs2-high-speed-2-railway-london-birmingham-manchester-leeds-delay-cost-a9299201.html
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/business/over-time-over-budget-but-lets-get-hs2-done-w6vbfcvsh
https://www.politicshome.com/news/uk/transport/rail-transport/news/109366/blue-wall-tory-mps-pile-pressure-boris-johnson-scrap
https://blogs.spectator.co.uk/2020/01/hs2-is-becoming-increasingly-difficult-to-justify/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/dec/20/heathrow-says-third-runway-to-be-delayed-by-at-least-a-year
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-london-50861132
https://www.independent.co.uk/travel/news-and-advice/heathrow-airport-third-runway-expansion-boris-johnson-flights-a9254176.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/politics/boris-johnson-heathrow-third-runway-a4330541.html
https://mediacentre.heathrow.com/pressrelease/details/81/Expansion-News-23/11928
https://mediacentre.heathrow.com/pressrelease/details/81/Expansion-News-23/11951
http://www.infrastructure-intelligence.com/article/jan-2020/heathrow-hold-public-consultation-finalise-expansion-plans
https://mediacentre.heathrow.com/pressrelease/details/81/Expansion-News-23/11937
https://www.newcivilengineer.com/latest/heathrow-wants-additional-1-5bn-for-rail-links-06-01-2020/
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/pollution-from-heathrow-planes-is-reaching-central-london-study-shows-a4325546.html
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/news/pollution-from-heathrow-detected-in-central-london
https://airqualitynews.com/2020/01/06/heathrow-airport-pollution-detected-in-central-london/
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Crossrail 

Crossrail. Sadiq Khan said he can guarantee Crossrail 
will open next year . Transport commissioner Mike 
Brown said the latest working assumption was that the 
central section of Crossrail will start operating between 
September and December 2021   . Crossrail 
trains from Maidenhead to central London may not 
begin until December 2022, TfL said . 

Crossrail 2. Sadiq Khan said the line may be delayed 
after money had to be diverted due to the three year 
delay in opening Crossrail . Nearly 80 council and 
business leaders from London and the South East 
signed a letter to the Standard urging the government 
to prioritise Crossrail 2 and help to tackle the housing 
crisis by unlocking up to 200,000 new homes . The 
Northern line will “simply cripple” due to “chronic 
overcrowding” if Crossrail 2 is not built, Assembly 
transport committee deputy chair Caroline Pidgeon 
warned . There are warnings that funding for the 
scheme could be affected by new investment rules 
expected to be introduced in the March Budget. These 
will prioritise investment in the North . 

Transport 

 

Infrastructure. In its official response to the Mayor’s 
2020-21 budget, the Assembly criticised the 
infrastructure delivery record since Sadiq Khan 
assumed office in 2016, citing delays to 17 of 26 
infrastructure projects. It said the delay to Crossrail 
could delay other projects further  . 

Buses. Passenger numbers in the capital fell from 
2.4bn in 2013/14 to 2.2bn in 2017/18. TravelWatch 
blamed the decline on lower bus speeds. It called for 
more bus and bike only streets, along with extension of 
congestion charge hours to speed up services  . 

Active travel. Cycling UK accused the government of 
an abject failure to promote cycling after DfT statistics 
showed a drop in the number of adults cycling. In 
Havering, only 5.9 per cent of adults rode bicycles at 
least once a month in 2017-18 . TfL has released 
proposals for cycleways in Charlton and Woolwich . 

Roads. A last-ditch attempt by Hackney Council to 
suspend work on the Silvertown Tunnel was rejected by 
Greenwich Council leader Danny Thorpe . Kingston 
council is consulting on introducing a borough wide 
20mph limit . 

Air quality. In a London study, researchers found 
higher ozone levels were linked to increased risk of 
preterm birth and stillbirth. Increased traffic non-
exhaust PM2.5 (from tyres, brakes, etc.) is also linked to 
increased risk of preterm birth and stillbirth. Louder 
traffic noise is linked to risk of preterm birth  . 
Pollution from non-exhaust particles is as damaging to 
health as exhaust fumes, Cambridge researchers said 

. Sadiq Khan urged the government to increase 
funding to clean up the pollution affecting the capital’s 
rivers. The call comes as new research revealed the 
extent of road run-off pollution on waterways. John 
Bryden from Thames21 said pollution from roads “is 
one of the least understood and most complex forms of 
river pollution,” while different sources of pollution are 
under the oversight of different government agencies 
and departments, complicating the response  . 
London drivers could face £20 fine for leaving engines 
running when parked . Westminster council is to 
scrap coach parking bays after drivers failed to turn off 
idling engines. The bays outside Parliament will be 
replaced with electric car chargers and cycle racks. The 
scheme might be extended to other tourist areas in 
Westminster City . Merton council is to increase the 
cost of parking “to discourage the reliance on car use to 
reduce toxic pollution from vehicles” . 

The CPRE London eBulletin 

Editorial. Views expressed are those of the editor Andy 
Boddington at cprenews@andybodders.co.uk, not 
CPRE. CPRE London: 020 7253 0300, 
office@cprelondon.org.uk, cprelondon.org.uk.  

mailto:cprenews@andybodders.co.uk
mailto:office@cprelondon.org.uk
https://853.london/2020/01/10/crossrail-will-definitely-open-in-2021-sadiq-khan-says/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/jan/06/crossrail-line-delayed-autumn-2021
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-51012591
https://853.london/2020/01/10/woolwich-and-abbey-wood-crossrail-will-open-in-summer-2021/
https://www.maidenhead-advertiser.co.uk/gallery/maidenhead/154366/crossrail-trains-to-central-london-may-not-arrive-until-december-2022.html
https://www.cityam.com/crossrail-2-may-already-be-facing-delays-says-sadiq-khan/
https://www.standard.co.uk/comment/letters/the-reader-next-government-must-prioritise-crossrail-2-a4299266.html
https://www.newcivilengineer.com/latest/cancelling-crossrail-2-will-cripple-northern-line-14-01-2020/
https://www.building.co.uk/news/doubts-raised-over-crossrail-2-as-treasury-plans-funding-rule-change/5103618.article
https://www.newcivilengineer.com/latest/mayor-urged-to-invest-tfl-cash-to-avoid-projects-being-axed-16-01-2020/
https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/assembly/assembly-seeks-more-answers-on-the-mayors-2020-21
https://www.londontravelwatch.org.uk/news/view?id=792&x%5b0%5d=news/list
https://www.onlondon.co.uk/travel-watchdog-says-decline-in-london-bus-speeds-must-be-reversed/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/ministers-accused-of-abject-failure-as-fewer-people-get-on-their-bikes-xgnzrcqn9
https://853.london/2020/01/06/tfl-releases-charlton-and-woolwich-cycleway-proposals-but-no-firm-plans-for-greenwich-yet/
https://853.london/2019/12/28/greenwich-council-leader-rejected-cross-borough-alliance-to-stop-silvertown-tunnel/
https://www.kingston.gov.uk/news/article/994/share_your_views_on_proposals_for_a_borough-wide_20mph_speed_limit
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0160412019314734
http://www.infrastructure-intelligence.com/article/dec-2019/transport-london-unveils-draft-five-year-business-plan
https://theconversation.com/air-pollution-from-brake-dust-may-be-as-harmful-as-diesel-exhaust-on-immune-cells-new-study-129594
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/dec/23/road-runoff-pollution-damages-londons-rivers-study-finds
https://environment-analyst.com/dis/88351/road-run-off-is-significant-cause-of-london-river-pollution
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/news/drivers-could-face-20-on-the-spot-fine-for-leaving-engines-running-when-parked-plcwgfdc7
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/idling-coaches-barred-from-parking-at-landmarks-nft5gvk96
https://news.merton.gov.uk/2019/12/16/new-parking-charges-for-a-new-decade-set-to-reduce-pollution-in-merton/

