GP

—_—
London
. Campaign to Protect Rural England

Protect London eBulletin

June 2016

www.cprelondon.org.uk

Nine Challenges for the New Mayor

Elections for the London Mayor and London
Assembly were held on 5 May 2016. The Labour Party
candidate Sadiq Khan was elected as Mayor of London
on a turnout of 45%. Labour won 12 of the 25 seats in
the Assembly, the Conservatives 8, the Green Party and
UKIP two seats each, and the Lib Dems one seat .

The challenges. London’s population is growing at a
scarcely believable rate. Nearly five thousand new
homes are needed every month. This puts pressure on
open space, including the green belt and metropolitan
open land. Transport suffers too, with record numbers
of people crisscrossing the capital or commuting into it.
Ever growing numbers of trucks deliver food and
materials. The growth in diesel transport has led to
increased air pollution, which is now estimated to lead
to nearly 10,000 premature deaths a year in the capital.
Ministers will soon decide on whether to expand
Heathrow. Air pollution is the main barrier to the
government backing a third runway. Sadiq Khan has to
cope with a backlash against some cycling schemes,
including the A40 superhighway. The support of TfL for
the Silvertown Tunnel and Kahn’s early decision to free
up land to expand City Airport suggests that he will
have a hard task in reducing toxic air across the capital.

Challenge 1: Housing

Population. London is growing at the rate of more
than 200,000 people a year, according to new data
from the Office of National Statistics © P & 5. The
capital’s population is likely to grow from a current 8.8
million people to 11 million by 2039. Barking and
Dagenham will see the fastest growth rate, expanding
by more than a third by 2039 (32%). In contrast,
Richmond on Thames will grow by just 8% ‘iii. In a
debate on the Housing and Planning Bill, Lord True,
leader of Richmond council, called for a debate on
whether limits should be adopted for the capital’s size.
He asked: “Do Londoners actually support a surge to an
international megalopolis with building on demand?”
Stam,
Densification. The growth in population will lead to a
considerable increase in density of population and of
dwellings. The total area of London is 1,572 sq km and
it currently has a population density of 5,619 people per
sq km. This will rise to 6,982 people per sq km by 2039,
an increase in population density of 20%. The Centre
for London plans to publish a report on densification in
the capita during the autumn
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Housing numbers. In Sadiq Khan’s first month in
office alone, London’s population is estimated to have
grown by more than 11,000 ¥_ . With an average
household size in London of 2.47 persons B3N, 4,500 new
homes are needed every month. Kahn has not
committed to a target for housebuilding. His focus has
been on affordability. He has appointed James Murray,
executive member for housing at the London Borough
of Islington, as his deputy mayor for policy and
planning. Mr Murray said: “It’s always been the priority
of the mayor to make sure we focus on what sort of
homes are built within whatever numerical target is
ultimately set” E.

Boris’s record. Sadiq Khan has not been slow to
condemn the level of affordable housing built by his
predecessor. Last year saw the lowest number of new
affordable homes built in London since 1991, just
4,880. Just 13% of affordable homes currently coming
forward through planning permissions will be
affordable. Mr Khan also accused Boris Johnson of
including in his register of public land sites that will
never be built on, including 10 Downing Street, City
Hall, and the British Museum ¥ 53\ Boris Johnson
replied the new mayor “isn’t coming clean on his
housing numbers”. He continued: “Last year’s
completions were low for a reason — the start of a new
government investment round — yet he fails to mention
that the previous year saw a record 18,000 affordable
homes completed” [d. A BBC survey showed that only
8,550 affordable housing units were built in the capital
in 2015-16. The London Plan target is 17,000 units =

The 50% affordability target. Sadiq Khan has said
he wants more than 50% of homes “in some new
housing developments” to be affordable. Answering
Assembly questions, he attacked foreign investors for
using homes in the capital as “gold bricks for
investment” E. He said he was not “obsessed with the
total number of units built” and the emphasis was on
affordability . He told the Guardian that this did not
mean 80% of market rent, as affordable is defined by
the government, but far lower social rents or “London
living rent”, which is pitched at a third of average
incomes. The British Housing Federation warned that
affordable levels need to be realistic or sites would
become unviable . Housing association chiefs are
generally supportive of the 50% target and many think
it could be achieved . James Murray said the
discounted starter homes that the government plans to
directly commission on brownfield sites would be “very
tricky” to count as “genuinely affordable” E. He also
indicated that the mayor’s 50% target is a long-term
strategic objective [Hd.

Homes for Londoners. Sadiq Khan has reiterated
his pledge to offer housing to Londoners first and may
impose a condition that requires to “market them for
the first six months in London” before being able to
obtain planning permission. The Financial Times said:
“City Hall said policy details were still to be worked out
but Khan insisted he would be able to take action.” He
is also pressing for complete control of the awaited
2016/21 housing investment programme. Media reports
suggest that Mr Khan has had opened discussions with
the government on housing policy and might offer to
support building of starter homes in exchange for
concessions T,


http://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-7598
https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/subnationalpopulationprojections2014basedprojections
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-31056626
http://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/londons-population-could-soar-to-11-million-by-2039-as-uk-predicted-to-become-the-biggest-nation-in-a3102366.html
http://www.theplanner.co.uk/news/london-population-predicted-to-grow-the-fastest
http://www.cityam.com/208493/londons-population-explosion-which-borough-will-grow-most-2039
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2016-01-26/debates/16012626000624/HousingAndPlanningBill?#contribution-16012643000009
http://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/london-population-forecast-to-hit-13m-by-2050-a3168091.html
http://centreforlondon.org/project/futureshape/housingestate/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/subnationalpopulationprojections2014basedprojections
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/current-london-plan/chapter-one-context-and-strategy/more-households
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/davehillblog/2016/jun/08/what-will-housing-success-look-like-under-sadiq-khan
http://www.24dash.com/news/housing/2016-05-17-Sadiq-slams-Boris-over-new-audit
https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/londons-housing-crisis-revealed-by-mayor
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-36412679
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2016/may/25/sadiq-khan-condemns-foreign-investors-london-homes-gold-bricks-housing-policy
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/sadiq-khan-boris-johnson-london-mayor-housing-crisis-london-mayors-question-time_uk_57458211e4b03e9b9ed509ae
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/may/16/sadiq-khan-developers-housing-plan-london-mayor-affordable
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/business/development/land-and-construction/khans-50-target-achievable-say-associations/7015166.article
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/davehillblog/2016/jun/08/what-will-housing-success-look-like-under-sadiq-khan
http://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1397092/khans-goal-50-affordable-housing-london-require-revolution-richard-garlick
https://next.ft.com/content/5673560e-25a1-11e6-8b18-91555f2f4fde

Challenge 2: Toxic Air

Death rates higher. Estimates suggest more than
9,400 people in London die prematurely from air
pollution each year, a greater number than previously
thought. Those living in London’s most deprived
boroughs are most likely to develop and suffer from
respiratory diseases G B3 2 £, Reacting to the
research, Sadiq Khan pledged to “tackle London’s
dangerously polluted air and make sure that breathing
clean air is a right, not a privilege.” He is planning a
consultation on new policies, including bringing
forward the Ultra-Low Emission Zone to earlier than
2020 and extending it to the North and South Circular
road B8 22 FT_ Mr Khan has urged George Osborne to
fund a national diesel scrappage scheme. He wants the
chancellor to give London control over vehicle excise
duty rates and greater powers to tackle emissions by
non-road mobile machinery . The Local Government
Association supports Khan’s plans 7.

Diesels higher. The number of diesels licenced in
London rose from 601,456 in 2012 to 774,513 in 2015,
an increase of nearly 29%. Labour AM Leonie Cooper
accused Boris Johnson of not doing enough. Mr
Johnson said he had implemented the “the most
ambitious and comprehensive measures to address air
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pollution anywhere in world” B £,

Legal moves. After intense lobbying from the UK, EU
states are aiming to water down a proposed law aimed
at halving the number of deaths from air pollution
within 15 years El. Sadiq Khan and Paris mayor Anne
Hidalgo wrote to a joint letter to the president of the
EU’s Environment Council calling for strict emissions
limits 2. The mayor is also backing environmental
group ClientEarth in their high court challenge to the
government’s plans to tackle toxic pollution by coming
an ‘interested party’ in the case. The court hearing has

been brought forward to October [ 2 =,

Challenge 3: Green Belt
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Threat
New map. CPRE London has published an interactive
map showing nearly 200 threatened sites within the
metropolitan green belt. It is calling for campaigners to
lobby their MPs, who should warn ministers that there
is a clear mismatch between the government’s
commitment to protect thgéreen belt and the impact of
its policies on the ground BE e FE T.
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s to the metropolitan green belt
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Sadiq Khan said he intends to fast-track scores of
Transport for London sites for development ‘{i. He
issued a statement restating his pledge to protect the
green belt k3. Launching London Tree Week, he said:

It is vitally important we protect our city’s precious
green spaces and that must include opposing building
on the green belt. I've now met with my team of
planners to make absolutely clear that this must stay
at the forefront of planning decisions. Ensuring
everyone in our city, especially young people, has
access to green spaces from parks and playing fields
to community gardens is vitally important.

Reaction. Alexandra Jones from the Centre for Cities
said there was not enough brownfield land to build the
housing needed: “The mayor will therefore have to
choose between pursuing his housing targets, or
maintaining his position on the green belt” [ss.
Conservative AM Tony Devenish accused Sadiq Khan of
“flip flopping” over protection of the green belt and
taking a “horses for courses” approach to planning
applications [El.

Challenge 4: The Garden Bridge

Support. Sadiq Khan restated his support to the

Garden Bridge but demanded it is made more

accessible to all Londoners. He said it would cost

taxpayers twice as much to cancel the Garden Bridge as

to complete it. He revealed that of the £60 million total

of taxpayers money pledged, £37.7 million hals flreallgy
iia lond EVER

been spent by the Garden Bridge Trust 2% s 2 55
Mr Khan applauded the scheme but called for changes:

The Garden Bridge could rival New York’s High Line.

But it must be a genuinely public and open space for
all Londoners, rather than a closed and private space.

Mr Khan wants the bridge to be closed less frequently
for private fundraising events. He has asked for a
guarantee that children at local schools will get to visit
the Garden Bridge and be involved in planting and
maintenance, with a rolling programme of events for
local schoolchildren. The Garden Bridge Trust must
build a strong working relationship with all of London’s
parks, so that seeds and plants grown on the bridge can
then be replanted in parks across the capital F3.
Reaction. The trust welcomed the mayor’s support
and said it already worked with children £. Liberal
Democrat AM Caroline Pidgeon was unimpressed and
said: “There are numerous transport projects in London
that desperately need public funding and are a far
higher priority than this vanity project from the
previous mayor” >=. The Wharf said Khan’s decision
was bad politics 'W. Labour MP Kate Hoey has asked
the National Audit Office to investigate the use of public
money on the project kg E. Architect Allies & Morrison
has proposed a cut-price version of the Garden Bridge —
planting trees on Blackfriars road bridge bd E. Writing
in the Guardian, Ian Jacks said E:

Houw thrilling it would have been... if Khan had
denounced the bridge in every way: not only as an
unnecessary claim on public funds, a folly that won't
allow cycling, a thoroughfare that will shut its gates
every midnight, an out-of-this-world oddity that will
clutter a historic riverscape.


http://www.clientearth.org/fatal-lung-conditions-likely-deprived-areas-london/
https://www.blf.org.uk/what-we-do/our-research/the-battle-for-breath-2016
http://www.airqualitynews.com/2016/06/06/mayor-promises-action-worrying-london-air-pollution-study/
http://www.standard.co.uk/news/health/sadiq-khan-londons-poorest-are-most-likely-to-suffer-lung-diseases-a3264431.html
https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/mayor-vows-to-tackle-air-pollution
http://www.airqualitynews.com/2016/05/13/7616/
https://next.ft.com/content/5f7c20b8-18fa-11e6-b197-a4af20d5575e
http://www.standard.co.uk/news/politics/use-road-taxes-to-tackle-londons-filthy-air-says-london-mayor-sadiq-khan-a3269986.html
http://www.airqualitynews.com/2016/05/18/councils-support-khans-diesel-scrappage-plan/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jun/15/diesel-vehicles-take-record-share-of-the-market-on-londons-roads
http://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/boris-johnson-accused-of-lax-approach-to-30-per-cent-increase-of-diesel-cars-on-london-roads-a3273156.html
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jun/03/eu-dilutes-proposal-halve-air-pollution-deaths-uk-lobbying
http://www.airqualitynews.com/2016/06/01/mayors-london-paris-demand-air-quality-action/
https://d.docs.live.net/9e11a9a612916a6e/Campaigning/CPRE/CPRE London/eBulletin/2016/Sadiq Khan has backed environmental group ClientEarth in their High Court challenge to the Government’s plans to tackle toxic pollution.
http://www.airqualitynews.com/2016/06/17/clientearth-clean-air-case-set-october-hearing/
http://blueandgreentomorrow.com/2016/06/16/uk-government-air-pollution-case-brought-forward/
https://cpre-london.cartodb.com/viz/f25ff048-9cc3-11e5-83bf-0ecd1babdde5/public_map
http://us10.campaign-archive1.com/?u=9dbffa3049a62d1a4bb4c56c7&id=51475d6cb6&e=1ada92adb4
http://www.cprelondon.org.uk/news/item/2335-national-exposure-for-the-london-green-belt-partnership-s-threats-to-london-s-green-belt-map
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/05/28/home-counties-green-belt-risks-becoming-giant-london-suburb/
http://www.cityam.com/241169/london-housing-mayor-of-london-sadiq-khan-plans-to-fast-track-scores-of-sites-owned-by-transport-for-london-to-build-homes
https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/london-tree-week-0
http://londonist.com/2016/06/khan-needs-to-make-tough-decisions-on-housing
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/tony-devenish-/london-green-belt-housing_b_10317912.html
https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/garden-bridge
http://londonist.com/2016/05/mayor-says-garden-bridge-would-cost-more-to-cancel-than-go-ahead
http://www.london-se1.co.uk/news/view/8769
http://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/garden-bridge-future-secured-as-project-wins-sadiq-khans-backing-a3250831.html
https://next.ft.com/content/5a105c76-1cf0-11e6-a7bc-ee846770ec15
https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/mayor-backs-garden-bridge
https://www.gardenbridge.london/news/article/new-mayor-backs-garden-bridge
http://www.londonlibdems.org.uk/mayor_s_decision_on_garden_bridge_is_highly_disappointing_caroline_pidgeon
http://www.wharf.co.uk/news/local-news/backing-garden-bridge-sadiqs-first-11377210
http://www.itv.com/news/london/2016-05-31/sadiq-khan-backs-calls-for-new-probe-into-the-controversial-175m-garden-bridge/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/may/30/londons-garden-bridge-call-for-full-inquiry-into-projects-finances
http://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/allies-and-morrison-proposes-cut-price-garden-bridge/5082174.article
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/architecture-design-blog/2016/jun/16/garden-bridge-london-blackfriars-trees-allies-and-morrison
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/may/21/garden-bridge-chummocracy-sadiq-khan

Challenge 5: Airports

Heathrow. Government sources briefed the media
that the election of a new mayor would make no
difference to its decision on where a new runway would
be located . Sadiq Khan’s spokesman reiterated the
mayor’s opposition to a third runway at Heathrow and
his backing for expansion of Gatwick .. Heathrow has
revealed a series of concessions, agreeing to cut back
night flights and pledging to meet broader standards on
noise and pollution. The airports chief executive, John
Holland-Kaye, has written to Sadiq Khan requesting he
extend the ultra-low emission zone to the M25.
Heathrow itself is aiming to develop an ultra-low
emissions zone for airside vehicles by 2025 ™= .. A
letter organised by Twickenham MP Tania Mathias
called on Mr Khan to stick to his commitment to oppose
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Heathrow expansion .

City Airport. Within days of coming into office, Sadiq
Khan withdrew City Hall’s objection to compulsory
purchase of land to expand London City Airport. Sian
Berry, Green Party AM said: ‘This is a terrible start for
the Mayor, already putting paid to his pledge to be the
greenest Mayor London has ever had.” Business lobby
group London First said: “This shows there is a new
mayor in town willing to take a more pragmatic view
than Boris on strengthening London’s international air
links [## s FT_ Plans for expansion of the airport were
rejected by Boris Johnson and have since been
examined at an appeal hearing by the planning
inspectorate. The inspector’s decision is awaited 8.

Challenge 6: Thames Crossings

Silvertown Tunnel. Transport for London has
applied to the secretary of state for a development
consent order — planning permission — for the twin
bore road tunnel between Silvertown and north
Greenwich [d {7 The plans have generated 47,000
responses, the biggest response to a road project
consultation according to Highways England. Many
respondents are concerned about increased air
pollution B ‘'WEE. Mr Khan said a review of the merits
of the scheme would take place in parallel with the
examination of the application. He said:

Silvertown Tunnel has the potential to meet current
and future demand to cross the river and,
importantly, could transform cross river public
transport connections. However, I am still
considering the merits of the tunnel and will review
this as part of the six-month public examination that
is due to take place following the development
consent order.

Critics said that Sadiq Khan had missed a critical
opportunity to block the plans by withdrawing the
application from the planning inspectorate ‘W ¥%. Green
AM Caroline Russell said Mr Khan’s promised review
was a “sham” % Ad. Support for the tunnel had fallen
from 83% to 58% by last March [¥%. A petition
demanding Sadiq Khan withdraws the Silvertown
Tunnel from the planning system ahead of his promised
review of TfL’s river crossing schemes has reached 200
signatures [ #%. At a recent meeting, anti-tunnel
campaigners said they feared “terrifying” pollution
levels in Newham RE.
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Other crossings. Sadiq Khan has given his full
backing to plans for a cycle and walking bridge linking
Rotherhithe and Canary Wharf Wi |_|. Infrastructure
Intelligence looked at the proposals and feasibility of
crossings along the Thames II.

Plans for the Rotherhithe Bridge

Challenge 7: Planning

Pledges. During the election campaign, Sadiq Khan
called for greater transparency for viability
assessments. He talked of “appropriate design
principles” and said he wanted tall buildings to respect
existing neighbourhoods. He pledged to improve public
spaces and create more liveable streets. He promised to
make “effective use” of his call in powers.

Planning for culture. Sadiq Khan announced a
cultural infrastructure plan bd:

For too long culture has been a nice-to-have. We've
got to change that. Culture will be at the heart of my
administration in a way no world city has ever seen
before. I've made culture one of the big things I want
to define my time as mayor. I am putting it at the
heart of my administration, a core priority right up
there with housing, the environment and transport in
a way no world city has ever seen before.

What will this mean in practice? Firstly, it will mean
embedding culture in our planning system. We are
creating London’s first cultural infrastructure plan so
we can make sure culture is integral to the city’s
development and future

Office space. Sadiq Khan announced that he would
put new measures in place to help protect and expand
office space for small businesses, start-ups and
entrepreneurs. This follows new figures showing that
since 2013, over 1.47 million square metres of London
office space has already been converted into residential
units under permitted development rights. Areas that
are currently exempt from the rights in London will
cease to have protection from 2019. Mr Khan is aiming
to change the London Plan and negotiate with the

government on restricting the rights 2% bd [ B8 (3.

Tall buildings. A petition initiated by the Skyline
Campaign has reached more than 1,300 signatures &,
It calls on the mayor to block skyscrapers until he has
reviewed planning policies on tall buildings:

On behalf of many, many Londoners, outraged by the
huge number of poor quality skyscrapers littering the
London skyline, we would like to ask you to consider
granting a moratorium on planning consents for
buildings 20 storeys or more - for the next six
months, in order to allow a city-wide debate to occur
on this subject.


http://www.standard.co.uk/news/politics/sadiq-khans-election-will-not-sway-decision-on-heathrow-a3243291.html
http://www.getwestlondon.co.uk/news/west-london-news/sadiq-khan-stands-ground-oppose-11317874
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-36262479
http://www.getwestlondon.co.uk/news/west-london-news/sadiq-khan-stands-ground-oppose-11317874
http://www.transport-network.co.uk/New-mayor-Khan-criticised-over-City-Airport-expansion-concession/12853
http://www.airportwatch.org.uk/2016/05/after-just-a-few-days-as-mayor-sadiq-khan-drops-gla-objection-to-compulsory-purchase-of-land-for-london-city-airport-expansion/
https://next.ft.com/content/e27a38ee-16c8-11e6-b197-a4af20d5575e
http://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1394301/dco-application-submitted-new-east-london-road-tunnel-river-thames
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/London/Silvertown-Tunnel/
http://www.theconstructionindex.co.uk/news/view/lower-thames-tunnel-plan-generates-unprecedented-reaction
http://www.wharf.co.uk/news/local-news/campaigners-urge-mayor-london-consistent-11340698
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/lower-thames-crossing-consultation-largest-ever
http://www.wharf.co.uk/news/local-news/mayor-rejects-chance-block-progress-11410698
http://www.newsshopper.co.uk/news/14532206.Campaigners_demand_Sadiq_Khan_pulls_Silvertown_Tunnel_application_from_system/
http://www.mayorwatch.co.uk/greens-label-river-crossing-review-a-sham-after-mayor-fails-to-halt-work-on-silvertown-tunnel/
http://www.eastlondonadvertiser.co.uk/news/environment/mayor_khan_refuses_to_pull_plug_on_silvertown_crossing_scheme_after_blackwall_tunnel_incident_1_4550086
http://www.transport-network.co.uk/Spin-accusation-as-support-for-Silvertown-Tunnel-falls/12633
http://www.silvertowntunnel.co.uk/2016/06/11/sign-petition-keep-promise-review-silvertown-tunnel-sadiq/
https://www.change.org/p/sadiq-khan-withdraw-the-silvertown-tunnel-from-planning-and-review-tfl-s-river-crossings-programme
http://www.newhamrecorder.co.uk/news/silvertown_tunnel_campaigners_fear_terrifying_pollution_levels_1_4575126
http://www.wharf.co.uk/news/local-news/cycle-bridge-answer-jubilee-line-11405154
http://www.rotherhithebridge.london/
http://brunelbridge.london/https:/boblamoon.wordpress.com/
http://www.infrastructure-intelligence.com/article/may-2016/bridging-great-divide-%E2%80%93-londons-hopes-regeneration-new-thames-crossings?utm_medium=email&utm_source=transactional&utm_campaign=weekly-email
http://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/sadiq-ill-embed-culture-in-the-planning-system/5082150.article
https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/protection-for-small-businesseshttps:/www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/protection-for-small-businesses
http://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/mayor-vows-to-protect-office-space/5081999.article
http://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1397430/khan-pledges-stronger-protection-office-to-resi-conversions
http://planninglawblog.blogspot.co.uk/2016/06/residential-conversion-of-offices-in.html
http://www.cityam.com/242527/khan-to-introduce-protections-for-small-business-and-start-up-spaces
https://www.change.org/p/mayor-sadiq-khan-dear-new-mayor-please-enforce-a-6-month-freeze-on-consents-for-new-tall-buildings

Challenge 8: Rail and Buses

Fares. Sadiq Khan has frozen TfL fares for four years
but rail travelcard costs are to rise. This caused some to
claim he has broken his election pledge, a charge Mr
Khan denied B ‘W g \i 55 @. TfL commissioner Mike
Brown said the cost would be £680 million, lower that
the estimate during the mayoral election of £1.9 billion.
He said he was “absolutely confident” Khan'’s fare freeze
can be delivered ¥ 534, Mr Khan has introduced a one-
hour bus ‘hopper’ fare. Critics say it does not match up
to his manifesto promise [##.

Services. Sadiq Khan has warned that more
underground stations may need to close at peak times
to avoid dangerous overcrowding caused by the
capital’s soaring population EEl. He asked Transport
Secretary Patrick McLoughlin to speed up handling
over control of the suburban routes, including the
troubled Southern Rail &

High Speed 2. Two weeks after his election, Sadiq
Khan called for a review of plans for extension and
rebuild of Euston Station for HS2 II bd bd @. He
suggested the planned HS2 and Crossrail station at Old
Oak Common would make a better temporary terminus
while Euston is rebuilt % . He told LBC:

The disruption during the building works will cause
huge inconvenience due to the numbers of homes
being destroyed during the construction works.
Euston station doesn’t have links to Crossrail, so one
of the things that I'm looking at is whether Old Oak
Common could be a temporary terminus for HS2.

Having met HS2 chairman David Higgins to discuss the
Euston plans, Mr Khan agreed that terminating HS2
trains from Birmingham at Old Oak Common would
exceed the capacity of Crossrail. There will be a review
of how Phase 1 work at Euston can be remodelled to
reduce disruption for local residents and address
concerns over loss of green spaces in the area for the
duration of the construction works 0.

Crossrail 2. Sadiq Khan has pledged to continue
planning for the new north-south rail link. More than
5,000 people have signed a petition against bringing
the line to the centre of Wimbledon, claiming it would
lead to demolition of important buildings and up to a
decade of disruption #. Infrastructure Intelligence
interviewed the project’s managing director, Michelle
Dix, about the next steps for the project II.

Trams. Sadiq Khan said he is in favour of the Croydon
to Sutton tram extension. “I have seen the benefits
made to that part of Croydon, New Addington, where
the tram has been fantastic. What I don’t want to do is
promise it will take 10 years to happen. You’d be
holding your breath for 10 years or more, and I don’t
want you to die” Gii.

Challenge 9: Cycling

Cycling. Launching a business discount on cycle hire
Sadiq Khan said: I want to make London a byword for
cycling by making it an easier and safer choice for more
Londoners. We need to increase the pace of change and
make cycling to work the obvious, affordable and safe
choice for thousands more Londoners” k¥,
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Cycling... Road safety campaigners held a ‘die-in’
outside City Hall for killed cyclists and pedestrians after
11 cyclists and pedestrians died on London’s roads in
the first five weeks after Sadiq Khan was elected .
Quietway 1 (Q1), a back-street cycle route between
Waterloo and Greenwich, has opened. Announcing the
opening of Q1, Sadiq Khan said k=4 &1 2%:
I am already looking at what works best from the
existing cycle schemes to ensure we deliver the best
and safest road cycling network possible. Cycling
leads to a healthier lifestyle, it helps to cut pollution
and is a key part of my vision of the type of greener,
more modern and affordable transport network we
need in our city.

The Quietway 1 project was around a year behind
schedule. The Guardian looked at why the schemes are
proving so difficult to deliver .

Superhighways. Confusion surrounded the future of
the A40 superhighway, which has been met heavy
opposition from some motorists and retail outlets. The
scheme was reported to have been scrapped. Then the
mayor’s office denied that a decision had been made
Biz "2 1. Sadiq Khan said: “I've got an inbox full of
cycling schemes to consider and I am determined to
learn the lessons from previous projects as I increase
TfL’s spend on cycling safety, triple the current
superhighway provision, roll out new town-centre
cycling improvement plans, and promote safer, cleaner
lorries” .

Oxford Street. Sadiq Khan has pledged to
pedestrianise Oxford Street, thought he has yet to
provide details of his plans bd.

The New Teams in City Hall

Sadiq Khan has announced his central team 53! [ =
‘il 2X. The new deputy mayor for housing is James
Murray. He is currently the lead councillor for housing
and development at Islington council [d. He has vocally
opposed the Mount Pleasant development, demanding
more affordable housing on the site bd 3. Sadiq Khan
will chair the TfL Board. Val Shawcross is deputy
mayor for transport and deputy chair of TfL. Her record
includes eight years as chair and deputy chair of the
London Assembly transport committee . Lord
Andrew Adonis has been appointed chair of the
Crossrail 2 Board. He will continue his role as chair of
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the National Infrastructure Commission & &
The London Assembly has announced new
committee chairs:

Assembly. Chair: Tony Arbour (Con). Deputy Chair:
Jennette Arnold (Lab).

Economy Committee. Chair: Fiona Twycross (Lab).
Deputy Chair: Kemi Badenoch (Con).

Environment Committee. Chair: Leonie Cooper
(Lab). Deputy Chair: Caroline Russell (Green).

Housing Committee. Chair: Andrew Boff (Con).
Chair: Tom Copley (Lab).

Planning Committee. Chair: Tony Devenish (Con).
Deputy Chair: Nicky Gavron (Lab).

Regeneration Committee. Chair: Navin Shah (Lab).

Transport Committee. Chair: Caroline Pidgeon
(Lib Dem). Deputy Chairman: Keith Prince (Con).
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News: Open Space

Health. A report commissioned by the National
Gardens Scheme calls on policymakers, the NHS,
clinicians and local government to do more to promote
the importance of gardens and gardening in improving
health outcomes. It says the formal use of gardens in
England’s health and social care system remains very
limited, despite the promising results from a range of
projects ngs,

Croydon council is planning to “implement the parks
transformation programme into community-led
cultural hubs starting with the parks big conversation
over the summer of 2016.” The council’s Community
Strategy 2016-21 says: “Parks will increasingly be used
for sports, community events, entertainment, and be
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run by community groups” .

Greenwich council is consulting on how residents
currently access parks and open spaces, reasons for
visiting, barriers for usage, service satisfaction levels
and priorities for the future. Closes 3 July .

Save Lea Marshes continues to protest against
development of a larger ice centre on Leyton Marsh, an
area it calls a “vital green lung”. The campaign group
said the methodology used to identify the site was
“seriously flawed” " 4 A A&

Local Green Space. The newly recognised Spitalfields
Neighbourhood Forum is searching for green space in
one of London’s most tightly packed neighbourhoods to
create a breathing space and help tackle air pollution.
The forum’s secretary said: “Spitalfields is so densely
populated that most people don’t have the luxury of a
garden — so we’re commissioning searches to find
where there is open space” A# -g

Sports space lost in Greenwich. A planning
inspector has approved 136 homes on a former football
ground in New Eltham. Development of the site had
been opposed by residents and Greenwich council. At
one point, the scheme was rejected by the then
secretary of state. Now, a planning inspector has said
the borough does not have a five-year land supply,
making all policies that restrict housing, including open
space and sports provision, out of date. He accepted the
site was locally designated as common open space and
was not excess to local sports requirements. But, given
the lack of land supply, he approved the housing
scheme M i ﬁ

Trees. The Elephant and Castle’s Guerrilla Gardener,
Richard Reynolds, has criticised Transport for London
for breaking promises to plant 60 trees at The Bend’s
new piazza. TfL responded that there are already 30
trees in the area Né. A Peckham councillor has urged
residents to “pull their fingers out” and make demands
from Southwark Council to plant more trees in their
neighbourhoods. Councillor Mohammed said he was
delighted that nine new trees have been planted around
Rye Lane after he requested funding N&é.

Biodiversity. The London Pollinator Project run by
Queen Mary University of London is breading ten
thousand bees for release across the capital 'W. Six
beehives have been installed at the Southwark recycling
and waste facility on Old Kent Road to increase
biodiversity at the site and in the local environment &&.
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Biodiversity... Horticultural Week reports that
London’s green roof space has more than doubled over
the past three years to 500,000 sq metres. Audits of the
capital’s Business Improvement Districts identified
future scope for 300 rain gardens, 200 green walls and
more than 100 hectares of green roofs, as well as
smaller features such as planters and window boxes £,
Hammersmith & Fulham council plans to halt the use
of herbicide sprays in parks and open spaces. It is
pioneering trials of chemical-free weedkillers ' nsf, A
proposed redesign of the Natural History Museum’s
grounds in London could cause the destruction of the
Museum’s 21-year old wildlife garden, which will be
replaced with the more formal ‘Western Grounds’ ! [E].
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Natural History Museum lané

Roundup. South London Maudsley Hospital, working
with Trees for Cities, has created a gardening space for
its wards that provide care and treatment for people
with severe mental illnesses ¥ ™. Thirty-five rooftop
allotments have been created at Brentford Lock West .
A garden from the Chelsea Flower Show has been
replanted in Little Angel Park, Angell Town &ii. The Port
of London Authority collects 300 tonnes of driftwood
and litter from the Thames every year, much it plastic
material. Some of it is now being made into artworks to
highlight the problem Ad.

News: Light and Light Pollution

CPRE has published new maps showing the extent of
light pollution around Britain §g.

. &

Light pollution in and around London
The LSE Configuring Light team said light pollution
is part of the growing social inequality in our towns and
cities. Bright lighting in housing estates has a negative
impact on the wellbeing of the people whose bedrooms
are illuminated by “prison yard lighting”. Mona Sloane
said: “Lighting can help build social inclusion and civic
life across urban spaces and create places that are
engaging, accessible and comfortable for everyone who
shares them” E.
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MNluminated bridges. Seventeen Thames bridges are
to be lit up at night as a permanent light art installation,
Sadiq Khan announced. Funds for the £20m project
will be raised largely from private sources by a new
charity the Illuminated River Foundation, which is
backed by the Rothschild Foundation. A design team is
being sought for the project I i

News: Festivals and Parks

The Wireless Festival will go ahead after a high
court judge threw out a judicial review brought by
Friends of Finsbury Park (FoFP) local campaigners
aimed at banning it. FoFP said: “This decision has set a
terrible precedent for the nation’s parks. The council
told the court that it can essentially do what it likes with
the park. It could in theory exclude the public from as
much of the park and for as many days as it saw fit.
Should such a council be the guardian of such an
important and necessary public open space?” The
festival will take up more than a quarter of the park
area for 14 days. FoFP argued the council’s action to
grant the festival permission was unlawful under the
Greater London Parks and Open Space Act 1967. It said
over 27% of the park would be off-limits to the public
when the maximum permitted by the legislation was
10% ! &8 Ga. The group is to challenge the high court

ruling in the appeal court mi.

Battersea Park. Formula E has agreed to withdraw
plans to race in Battersea Park after this season’s
events. A crowdfunded judicial review led by Battersea
Park Action Group had been due to challenge the
council’s rights to rent out the park for racing.
Wandsworth council, which would have received £1
million over five years from Formula E, said: “Park
maintenance won'’t suffer without this extra income.
But it but means we won’t have as much money to do
some of the bigger improvement schemes we might
have hoped for” & ", The council had already run into
considerable opposition for permitting commercial
climbing company GoApe to take over an area of the
park. The GoApe play area is inaccessible to anyone
who cannot pay a £25 or more admission fee or does
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not book in advance 28 42

Sales. Bexley council is to sell four of its open spaces
for housing, including Old Park Farm. The council
argued it had a choice between the sales or neglecting
grounds maintenance and playgrounds " 5.

Restrictions. In Building Design, Eleanor Jolliffe said
too much public space is governed by constraints b,
Rules often make spaces too clean, too tidy and too
orderly. Many of these places are tidy to the point of
being barren and unusable. If Londoners’ access to
gardens is increasingly through access to public or
semi-public spaces then the same level of thought and
design that has gone into the space must be given to its
access regulations and management. All of London’s
green space is only as useful as it is habitable.

Smells. The Save Highbury Fields Campaign Group
made national news by trying to get barbecues banned
from Highbury Fields. It complained of invasive smells
wafting from the 29-acre green space ™ T. A petition
to Islington council has gained 250 signatures &=, The
council has issued barbeque guidance on its website 1.
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Southwark council is consulting the public as it
prepares to draw up a new masterplan for Geraldine
Mary Harmsworth Park, one of the largest open spaces
in the borough. The council wants better use of space. It
plans to make circulation around the park easier and
create visual links across the park using a coherent
palette of planting and materials B&. The council has
allocated nearly £1 million to create a network of high
quality parks and open spaces across the borough N&.

Festivals call. Massachusetts Amherst academic
Jonathan Wynn argues that major cities should stop
building museums and arts centres, which he says are
unaffordable, and concentrate on hosting festivals ©.

News: Around the Capital

Bishops Goodsyard. Among Sadiq Khan’s early
challenges will be a decision on the Bishops Goodsyard
scheme. This was due to be decided by Boris Johnson,
who approved every other planning application he
called in. However, the developer withdrew the plans to
make changes in response to community objections and
the recommendation from GLA planning officers that
the scheme was refused. Hammerson and Ballymore
will need also to find an accommodation over Sadiq
Khan over his aim to deliver 50% affordable housing on
most developments bd,
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Strategy 2016-21 i . The council is aiming for:

50% of all new homes as affordable housing on all
housing development sites across the borough and
prevent them from flooding our housing market with
tiny, poorly designed and sub-standard homes
converted from old offices under permitted
development rights.

Croydon council hublished its Community

The strategy contains little information on how the
council will protect and enhance green space and the
public realm.

Croydon council’s development company Brick by
Brick has plans to build 1,000 new “affordable” homes
on 50 sites in the borough by 2018 bd. The borough,
which has a £5 billion development pipeline, is aiming
to create a team of architecture, conservation and urban
design experts to conduct place reviews on major
regeneration projects proposed for the borough bd.
Plans for twin towers of 69 and 39-stories have been
refused by Croydon council. It cited a lack of affordable
housing and the damage to heritage that would be
caused by the scheme at One Lansdowne [E.
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Rejected Iilah One Lansdowne, Croydon
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Ealing. The Guardian profiled Ealing council’s decision
to give away 61 acres of public land — known as Warren
Farm and worth £31.5m — to Queens Park Rangers
football club. The site is metropolitan open land

Ealing council has approved 308 new homes as part of a
wider regeneration project on the South Acton Estate.
Phase 6 of the Acton Gardens scheme will replace 1,800
properties with more than 2,500 new homes

Enfield. Joan Ryan, MP for Enfield North backed
demands for campaigners to be allowed to carry out a
biodiversity survey on fields off Enfield Road and
Cotswold Way. Her request to allow Enfield Road
Watch access to the green | belt site was dismissed by
Fairview New Homes # 5. Enfield council said 10,000
homes are to be built on the brownfield Meridian Water
at Lee Valley. The borough hopes 30% of dwellings will
be affordable and that the scheme will create about
6,000 permanent jobs Pe= *# i, Residents are
considering launching a second judicial review after the
Enfield council gave the go ahead for a house to be built
in a garden in Enfield Town Conservation Area. The
residents’ judicial review against a previous scheme was
successful but the council has since approved revised
plans .

North London Heat and Power Project. Plans for
the Edmonton EcoPark have been submitted to the
planning inspectorate by the North London Waste
Authority. The 16-hectare waste management complex
will have an energy recovery facility, or incinerator,
which will be capable of an electrical output of around
70 MW, It will also be capable of producing low carbon
heat. The NLWA is requesting a development consent
order - ﬁannlng permission — from the secretary of
state %

Greenwich council has so far spent over £76,000 on
legal costs defending its decision to approve the
controversial Enderby Wharf Cruise Liner Terminal %=
Sadiq Khan has promised to work with the council and
residents to try to find a resolution to the dispute over
the facility. Residents want a pollution-free terminal
with 11ners powered by onshore electricity, not by their
engines L.

Hackney. Plans to close the roads around London
Fields to through-traffic to create a Quietway may be
scrapped by Hackney council following strong
opposition . An investigation by the Local
Government Ombudsman has found a backlog of 1,500

planning enforcement cases at Hackney council om.

Haringey council has launched a search for a partner
to deliver 1,400 homes next to Tottenham Hotspur’s
new stadium bd.

Harrow School plans to replace its sports hall. More
than 1,200 people have signed a petition against the
scheme, which is on metropolitan open land, adjacent
tqma Grade II listed park and w1th1n a conservation area
says that regeneration of the Rayners Lane estate has
been a success

Kensington and Chelsea council will use an Article 4
direction to remove permitted development rights for
basement expansion from next April & FX. Architects
have been appointed to design a new arts district at
Cromwell Place bd,
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Kingston council has given the go ahead for the
mixed-use regeneration of the Eden Walk Shopping
Centre in central Kingston, with 380 homes, office
space, a new shopping centre, cinema, car parking and
public spaces EE W

1 -. o -
Plans for Eden Walk

Merton. Wimbledon residents are opposing plans for a
metal-clad hotel, which they say does not fit with the
Victorian character of the area 2. A businessman is to
put forward alternative plans to redevelop the former
Wimbledon Football Club as a greyhound stadium,
according to the Irish Independent. The bid will include
250 homes, of which at least 40% will be affordable (7.
Earlier, plans for a 20,000-seater stadium, leisure
centre and 602 flats had been approved unanimously by
Merton council. They were called in by Boris Johnson, a
move he later admitted might have been a mistake
Gii. AFC Wimbledon are hoping that Sadiq Khan will
approve now its plans 2y

R
Plans for Wimbledon Football Club

0Old Oak Common. Development chief Victoria Hills
said she wants a world-class architect “like Santiago
Calatrava” to design the development’s rail station bd.
Cargiant has appointed a design panel for its 19-hectare
redevelopment project at Old Oak Park. The panel is
chaired by Paul Finch, who led the London Olympics
Design Review Panel ==. Cargiant has also published
the results of its third round of consultation. The
company welcomed the positive response from the
public. It says it is examining opportunities to retain
some of the Rolls Royce Building. It is also looking at
bringing the Grand Union Canal to the site, rather than
running along its edge. Cargiant will be shortly
conducting a final round of consultation == *%. Tifi,


https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2016/jun/13/our-land-privatisation-britain-urban-green-spaces
http://www.placemakingresource.com/article/1398879/coming-up-ealing-scheme-gets-green-light-300-homes
http://www.actongardens.co.uk/acton-gardens/masterplan
http://www.northlondon-today.co.uk/article.cfm?id=110949&headline=MP given eco-study brush-off over Enfield green-belt site&sectionIs=news&searchyear=2016
http://www.enfieldindependent.co.uk/news/14532246._Where_is_their_community_spirit____Housing_company_criticised_for_MP_snub/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-36395179
https://new.enfield.gov.uk/news-and-events/council-creates-thousands-of-homes-and-jobs/
http://www.enfieldindependent.co.uk/news/14525874.Council_confirms__exciting__Meridian_Water_developer/?ref=mr&lp=2
http://www.nlhnews.co.uk/article.cfm?id=110836&headline=Protesters plan new legal challenge&sectionIs=news&searchyear=2016
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/London/North-London-Heat-and-Power-Project/
http://northlondonheatandpower.london/
http://www.newsshopper.co.uk/news/14550232._Outrageous___News_Shopper_reveals_Greenwich_Council_s___76_000_legal_bill_to_defend_Enderby_Wharf/
http://www.thisislocallondon.co.uk/news/14505068.New_mayor_Sadiq_Khan_will_seek__resolution__over_controversial_Enderby_Wharf/
http://hackneycitizen.co.uk/2016/05/31/london-fields-cycling-road-closure-consultation-results/
http://www.lgo.org.uk/information-centre/news/2016/jun/planning-authorities-should-act-decisively-when-taking-effective-enforcement-measures
http://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/haringey-launches-search-for-new-homes-partner/5082045.article
http://www.harrowtimes.co.uk/news/14514954.Neighbours_fight_to_stop_Harrow_School_from_blocking__beautiful_views__with_new_sports_hall/
http://www.theguardian.com/housing-network/2016/may/23/rayners-lane-estate-regeneration-that-puts-residents-first?CMP=ema-1703&CMP=
http://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1398203/it-halting-spread-mega-basement
https://planningconsult.rbkc.gov.uk/consult.ti/Art4_Basements/consultationHome
http://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/buckley-gray-yeoman-to-design-south-ken-gallery-quarter/5082053.article
http://www.theconstructionindex.co.uk/news/view/go-ahead-for-400m-kingston-town-centre-scheme
http://www.constructionenquirer.com/2016/05/27/green-light-for-400m-kingston-town-centre-revamp/
http://www.wimbledonsw19.com/default.asp?section=info&page=wimbledonhotelplans002.htm
http://www.independent.ie/business/irish/taggart-meets-locals-in-order-to-resurrect-200m-wimbledon-plan-34754358.html
http://www.getwestlondon.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/afc-wimbledon-puzzled-boris-johnsons-11103637
http://www.wimbledonguardian.co.uk/news/14452507.EXCLUSIVE__Mayor_of_London_Boris_Johnson___maybe_I_made_the_wrong_decision__calling_in_AFC_Wimbledon_s_Plough_Lane_stadium/
http://www.standard.co.uk/sport/football/afc-wimbledon-hope-mayor-of-london-sadiq-khan-will-review-plough-lane-stadium-plans-a3256471.html
http://www.getwestlondon.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/sadiq-khan-reassures-afc-wimbledon-11476320
http://www.bdonline.co.uk/we-want-an-architect-like-calatrava-for-old-oak-says-development-chief/5081744.article
http://www.oldoakpark.co.uk/news-article12.aspx
http://www.oldoakpark.co.uk/news-article11.aspxhttp:/www.oldoakpark.co.uk/news-article11.aspx
http://www.getwestlondon.co.uk/news/west-london-news/latest-regeneration-plans-old-oak-11356473
http://www.kilburntimes.co.uk/news/the_public_backs_plans_for_new_5bn_city_in_harlesden_1_4534380

Redbridge. Campaigners wrote to Sadiq Khan
imploring him to keep his pre-election campaign
promise to protect green belt land and prevent Oakfield
Playing Fields being developed into 800 homes. A City
Hall statement said the decision rested with the council
and it would not be “legally appropriate” for the mayor
to comment before the Redbridge local plan was
officially submitted to him later this year Gu Gu, An
attempt to get the playing fields designated as local
open space in the consultation draft of the Redbridge
local plan was defeated in a council meeting RE.

Southwark. Developers have submitted plans for 155
homes on the grounds of Dulwich Football Club. The
proposals would involve moving the football pitch onto
Green Dale Playing Fields, owned by Southwark council
Wi. Southwark council has announced plans for
Spare Street, a refurbishment of ‘low line’ railway
arches to will create workspace for between 8o and 100
emerging artists and creative entrepreneurs E&. Plans
are being explored to revitalise the Old Kent Road,
including public realm for pedestrians, urban greening,

rotection for cyclists and improved bus infrastructure

Né. Consultation continues on redevelopment of the

Elephant and Castle. Current plans include high street
and independent retailers, restaurant and leisure
opportunities and a new university campus for UAL’s
London College of Communication, along with 1,000
new homes for rent B ..

Thamesmead. Housing association Peabody has
submitted plans for 1,500 new homes, a new civic
quarter, and retail and leisure space. Peabody plans to

-

Plans for Thamesmead haé 1

Tower Hamlets planners have recommended
rejection of a 56-storey residential tower in the Isle of
Docks, describing it as overdevelopment b,

Waltham Forest council’s planning committee
approved 300 homes in blocks of five to 18 storeys,
despite a minimum of separation between the blocks
and strong local opposition Gu.

Wandsworth council will begin work on a new eco-
project designed to support aquatic life in the River

SW15

Wandle this summer Gii .

Westminster. Two architectural teams have jointly
won an unofficial design competition to find an
alternative to Renzo Piano’s Paddington Pole. The
planning application for the Pole was withdrawn after
public protests bi. A public consultation on revised
official plans for the site will be launched later this
month bd,
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News: Planning

Office conversions. After the government won an
appeal court case, it has reinstated vacant building
credit, which allows developers to reduce the level
objecting affordable housing due from conversion of an
empty office building §& ﬁ

Outer London Commission. The Outer London
Commission has published three reports to inform
revision to the London Plan. They cover removing
barriers to housing delivery; coordinating strategic
policy and infrastructure across the wider South East;

and accommodating London’s growth bt (4.

Brownfield. A report on soil health by the Commons
environmental audit committee said Defra’s plan to
withdraw decontamination grants threatened the
development of brownfield land in poorer areas because
remediation would be dependent on planning
conditions ‘i € I8 .

Flooding. The Parliamentary Office of Technology has
published a briefing note summing up current
legislation on urban flooding, insurance and mitigation,
including SuDS ##.

Awards. Bridget Joyce Square, formed as part of the
regeneration of Australia Road, has won a community
impact award from the Institution of Civil Engineers for
sustainable urban drainage landscaping h=f. The
Frances Crick Institute and Walthamstow’s mini-
Holland project are among the shortlisted designs for
the New London Awards, which seek out the capitals

ohia

most innovative and inspiring schemes (s @.

News: Housing

Commons London debate. MPs debated affordable
housing in London on 14 June. Closing the debate,
under-secretary for communities Marcus Jones said the
government had a track good record and more homes
must be delivered through the open market. He told
MPs: “It is clear that the new Mayor has a significant
task ahead of him to meet the needs of the growing
population in such an important world city. A number
of hon. Members asked whether we would work with
him, and we certainly look forward to doing so” & 7.
To support the debate, the House of Commons Library
published two useful briefings on affordable housing in
the capital. They examine the level of housing need and
delivery of affordable housing #.


http://www.guardian-series.co.uk/news/14526931.Campaigners_turn_to_Mayor_in_desperate_bid_to_save_playing_fields_from_development/
http://www.guardian-series.co.uk/news/14532557.Oakfields_campaigners_defiant_despite_Mayor__39_s_refusal_to_back_fight/
http://www.ilfordrecorder.co.uk/news/local_plan_for_new_homes_in_redbridge_debated_1_4552892
http://us7.campaign-archive1.com/?u=ec407214e6ff80d684df62bdf&id=e28162dd6a&e=0082c94597
http://35percent.org/2016-06-08-dulwich-hamlet-unviable-but-profitable/
http://www.southwark.gov.uk/news/article/2150/hotel_elephant_finds_permanent_homes_for_artists_and_creatives
http://www.southwark.gov.uk/news/article/2147/council_unveils_ambitious_proposals_to_change_the_face_of_the_old_kent_road
http://www.southwarknews.co.uk/news/old-kent-road-now-two-tube-stations-2030/
http://www.theplanner.co.uk/news/next-stage-of-elephant-and-castle-town-centre-revealed
http://www.elephantandcastletowncentre.co.uk/
http://www.peabody.org.uk/news-views/2016/may/thamesmead-regeneration-plans-move-a-step-closer
http://www.bdonline.co.uk/peabody-submits-plans-for-redevelopment-of-thamesmead/5081708.article
http://www.newsshopper.co.uk/news/14492576.GALLERY__Peabody_plan_to_build_1_500_new_homes_in_south_Thamesmead_and_Abbey_Wood/?ref=mr&lp=11
http://www.theconstructionindex.co.uk/news/view/plans-submitted-for-500m-south-thamesmead-scheme
http://www.constructionenquirer.com/2016/05/17/peabody-submits-500m-clockwork-orange-estate-plan/http:/www.constructionenquirer.com/2016/05/27/green-light-for-400m-kingston-town-centre-revamp/
http://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/tower-hamlets-set-to-throw-out-makes-docklands-tower/5082162.article
http://www.guardian-series.co.uk/news/14542975._Overwhelming__300_home_development_given_green_light/
http://www.yourlocalguardian.co.uk/news/14519181.River_Wandle_eco_project_to_start_this_summer_to_support_aquatic_life/
http://www.putneysw15.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/conwandlereserve001.htm
http://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/winners-named-in-rival-paddington-pole-competition/5081819.article
http://www.bdonline.co.uk/news/sellar-to-relaunch-renzos-paddington-proposal/5082154.article
http://andybodders.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/CPRE-South-East-eBulletin-Legislation-and-Legal-Special-June-2016.pdf
http://www.plan-it-law.com/2016/05/vacant-building-credit-back-on-the-agenda.html
http://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1397096/reinstatement-vacant-building-credit-means-planners
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/organisations-we-work/outer-london-commission-olc/olc-and-full-review-london-plan
http://www.citymetric.com/politics/sadiq-khan-should-work-wider-south-east-rethink-green-belt-and-tackle-region-s-housing
http://www.cityam.com/242448/this-is-why-were-struggling-to-build-on-brownfield-sites
https://www.planningportal.co.uk/news/article/312/mps_cry_foul_over_withdrawal_of_contaminated_land_grants
http://www.out-law.com/en/articles/2016/june/brownfield-development-under-threat-from-withdrawal-of-defra-clean-up-grants-report-finds/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/environmental-audit-committee/news-parliament-2015/soil-health-report-published-16-17/
http://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/POST-PN-0529
https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/articles/news/2016/06/innovative-white-city-anti-flooding-scheme-scoops-major-award
http://londonist.com/2016/05/this-is-the-best-new-london-archtitecture
http://newlondonarchitecture.org/programme/awards/new-london-awards/awards-shortlist
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2016-06-14/debates/16061427000001/AffordableHousingLondon
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/ruthcadbury045.htm
http://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CDP-2016-0121

Housing and Planning Act. The Act is now law and
is examined in detail in a special report from CPRE
South East . During the Commons debate on the bill,
Helen Hayes, Labour MP for Dulwich and West
Norwood, said: “The Bill... reduces the supply of
genuinely affordable homes and... denies the aspiration
of an entire generation to have an affordable, secure
home and, ultimately, to own a home of their own. It
will deepen the housing crisis and be the shame of this
government” .

Over in Berlin, the growing housing shortage has led
city authorities to ban short term letting of properties
through Airbnb ©.

News: Heritage

Foyles war. Westminster Council has resolved to give
permission for the demolition of the original Foyles
store in Soho and replace it with a new development.
Historic England had advised the scheme be refused.
The heritage body aslgd Sadiq Khan to call in the
scheme and refuse it 2% i, Chief Executive of Historic
England, Duncan Wilson, said:
We are sorely disappointed by Westminster Council’s
decision. The height, bulk and corporate character of
the design for this building to replace the much-loved
original Foyles store on Charing Cross Road is
completely out of keeping with the historic grain of
Soho. There is only so much of the fabric you can tear
away before a special place starts to lose its meaning.

The Victorian Society and SAVE also asked the mayor
to call in the plans % &%, Sadiq Khan refused the
request saying he is “happy” with Westminster council’s
decision G}: SAVE has now called on secretary of state
Greg Clark to halt the demolition ## [d.

Plans for the s site =

Norton Folgate. The Spitalfields Trust has lost a high
court case aimed at getting Boris Johnson’s approval of
the controversial scheme overturned. The court
dismissed the Trust’s challenge on all grounds and
ruled that the former mayor’s decision was lawful [8] &.
The Spitalfields Trust is considering an appeal [Ei.

The Museum of London has published the
shortlisted designs for its move to Smithfield Market &
{86. The museum has also announced it is interested in
creating the capital’s highest viewing gallery in Eric

Parry’s City skyscraper at Number 1, Undershaft b,

Planning and Environmental News from CPRE London

A shortlisted design for the Museum of London

Enforcement. A Belsize Park resident has been told to
apply for planning permission after she painted her
conservation area house a darker shade of pink .
Wandsworth council has ordered the owners of a pizza
house to repaint it, after it was decorated in the colours
of the Italian national flag ™. A public inquiry has been
held into the demands by Westminster council for the
Carlton Tavern in Maida Vale to be rebuilt brick by
brick, after it was demolished without planning
permission before it could be listed = &,

Waterloo. The Twentieth Century Society has called

for Grimshaw’s Waterloo International Terminal to be

listed at Grade II*. It says the building, under threat

from redevelopment as a shopping centre, is a high-tech

Gesamtkunstwerk, where almost every detail of the

interior was architect designed rig%lt‘1 don to handrails,
S5

uplighters and bathroom sinks & & bd

s 1

Roundup. The capital’s first flat-slab concrete
construction is to be demolished. Sainsbury’s sausage
factory, behind Stamford Street in Southwark, was the
first structure in England built of poured-in-place
concrete bd, The secretary of state for communities,
Greg Clark, has called in a scheme to redevelop of an
entire block of an Ealing conservation area. The
Victorian Society was among those requested the call in
zer. The Victorian Society is seeking nominations for its
top ten endangered Victorian and Edwardian buildings
in England and Wales for 2016 . English Heritage has
launched a new Blue Plaque app &-f. Fulham Palace is
planning a multi-million pound restoration project
supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund E=.

News: Campaignhing

In CPRE London’s annual newsletter, Chair John
Croxen talks about CPRE’s new Urban Network Se:

CPRE nationally needs to recognise that it is very
difficult to protect the countryside without getting
involved in how our growing towns and cities are
planned. We need to escape the NIMBY label and
deliver urban messages which are positive
contributions to the big debates about housing and
growth; where it should go and how it should feel.

The CPRE London eBulletin

Editorial. The CPRE London eBulletin is issued most
months. Any views expressed are those of the editor
and contributors, not of any part of CPRE. Andy
Boddington, Editor, cprenews@andybodders.co.uk.

CPRE London. 020 7253 0300,
office@cprelondon.org.uk, cprelondon.org.uk.
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